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Well may the hand of exclamation be lifted, and the mind stag- 
ger in its contemplation. 

Think of the vastness of its knowledge. Beginning with the hu- 
man body—with two hundred and forty bones, four hundred mus- 
cles; with its veins and arteries, and nerves, and vessels, and fluids, 
and organs ; with hair, and nails, and skin—medicine has studied 
the number and the shape, and the weight and the color, and the 
density and the structure and connection of each one of them with 
an accuracy that includes the minutest atom of their composition, ‘ 
and with a description so perfect that the smallest points and lines, 
and the faintest shades of color are accurately delineated. 

Nor is this all. It goes back to the first cell from which the hu- 
man body is formed, and marks and notices and numbers the 


growth and development, and change and structure of all these 
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parts of the human body, in the foetal state, before immergence 
from the maternal womb, during infancy, and youth to perfect 
manhood. 

Nor is this all. Just as exactly and accurately as these parts 
have been studied in health, so has been the work all repeated in 
disease. Not satisfied yet! All these parts are studied with refer- 
ence to function and use in the human economy when in a state of 
health ; and, yet once again, when these uses and functions are per- 
verted in disease. 

Changing the view from the human body to the race stand-point, 
and we see medicine standing at the accouchment, and, like a great 
foster-mother, receiving the breathing, pulsating mass of infancy 
in her kind arms; and benignantly taking her seat beside the cra- 
dle, she sits the presiding genius of the nursery. Medicine has 
proven herself to be Childhood’s kindest and most useful friend. 
Time was when “children were looked upon (apparently) as des- 
titute of the ordinary qualities of our nature—as if they were hardly 
human beings. Their education was shamefully mismanaged, and 
their diseases, ill understood, were treated in the most harsh, cruel 
and unscientific manner. Over-dosing, ill ventilation, under-feed- 
ing were the order of the day.” Medicine, reversing all this, sees 
in the child the lineaments and capabilities of the future man, and 
has bestowed upon his wants and diseases her maturest study and 
most patient toil. 

Stepping out of the nursery, medicine enters the school-room and 
becomes joint occupant with the teacher upon his rostrum, and, with 
wise oversight, sees that our worked brains, stooped shoulders, pal- 
lid faces, weak eyes, impaired constitutions, are not the necessary 
concomitants of a liberal education. Youth is the time for physi- 
cal growth and the perfection of the senses. Hence, medicine has 
shortened its hours of mental labor, built gymnasiums, devised 
amusements, and led the young into a field of development in ac- 
cord with the designs of Nature. 

Medicine is the great counsellor and friend of Manhood. With- 
out health, what is man? <A sick man is more the object of pity 
than a tender babe or decripid age. Disease stretches him upon 
his bed; soon strength is all gone, and the Hercules of to-day is 
too weak to rise; a woman lifts him up; a little child hands him 
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his cup of water. Poor, pitiable object of compassion, he receives 
assistance from the most menial and degrading character! He 
frets, he whines, he cries; offensive odors exhale from his diseased- 
stricken body. How men ought to love the doctors! What fos- 
tering care medicine, in all her departments, ought to receive at 
their hands! 

And has medicine done nothing for woman? Yes! all she could; 
and yet your speaker dare not parade a single achievement, present 
the remembrance of a single benefit, or recite her story of toil and 
study. And why? Woman has already returned to medicine all 
she ever received, and the rich argosies of her gratitude hide every 
benefit bestowed upon her. 

Obligation hangs like a weight on the side of medicine; and in 
her presence, medicine confesses herself dumb to express, and bank- 
rupt to repay a tithe of her indebtedness. 

Woman has cheered, with her presence, the midnight vigils of 
the physician, as he sat by the bedside of the sick and the dying. 
Her words of sympathy have encouraged him when the gloomy 
pall of disappointment and failure mantled his spirit; her deeds of 
kindness have supported his sinking frame, as it bent, exhausted 
with fatiguing labor ; her gratitude, as it overflowed from the depths 
of her tearful eyes, have been to him richer rewards than glittering 
gold—more precious than the laurel wreaths of fame. An angel 
of mercy, she has ministered alike to physician and patient; an 
untiring nurse, she has prepared all his medicine and added her 
soothing voice to the letheons which she gave. Her words of hope 
have strengthened more than the cups of wine, and the magic of 
her soft, cool hand has quieted the fever that raged in the blood. 
In the sick room, in the wards of the hospital, in the track of the 
pestilence beside the bloody streams of the battle-field, she has been 
the steadfast ally and his faithful friend. 

And now, medicine, with all her laurels on her brow, and every 
star and badge glittering on her breast, holding in her hand the 
wand of victory, surrounded by trophies from ten thousand fields, 
and attended by a vast retinue of obsequious sister sciences, bows 
on bended knee in woman’s presence, and asks, as her highest honor, 
that she may but kiss the hem of her garment. 

The science of medicine includes a knowledge of almost the en- 
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tire physical world. Every plant, and herb, and tree, with their 
roots, and bark, and leaves, and seed; every mineral and metal; 
earth, air, fire and water, animal and insect, have been objects of 
her close and scrutinizing analysis. She has laid her hand upon 
the whole material of physical nature, and the extent of her re- 
searches are bounded only by the limits of the Universe. Medi- 
cine studies every other science—Chemistry, Geology, Zoology and 
Botany, Natural History and Natural Philosophy, Agriculture and 
Horticulture, Moral Science and Mental Science, are all parts of 
her great acquirements. Government and society are portions of 
her well-explored territory. She enters the halls of legislation and 
enacts sanitary laws, and regulates the public hygiene; she exam- 
ines the great problems of population, and limits and extends the 
duration of human life; she builds hospitals and asylums, legis- 
lates for the insane, and the blind, and the inebriate; she takes her 
place on the staff of the general and goes out to war, and in camp 
and battle-field spreads her stores of virtue and accomplishes her 
feats of daring, courage and splendid success; she gathers her in- 
struments and her books, and takes charge of the exploring ship 
and pushes her investigations into the arctic regions of the North, 
and finds her way into the boundless jungles of torrid Africa. 
Medicine is the handmaid of society: she presides at the table and 
in the dressing-room; she is her architect and gardener; she regu- 
lates the selections of Hymen, and holds a warning finger over the 
lasciviousness of Cupid. In all that pertains to the family or the 
individual, medicine has studied and developed laws for the pro- 
tection and increase of their health and happiness. 

But we tire in enumeration of the vastness and extent of medical 
science; we must even forego a picture of the labor and intellectual 
force that was expended in accomplishment of such grand _ results, 
and leave untold that thrilling story of moral heroism and physical 
courage and exhaustless self-denial that characterized her army of 
heroes, as amid the breath of the pestilence and the bloody waves 
of war, in the haunts of disease and in the charnal houses of death, 
they accomplished feats and achieved success, before which the war- 
rior pales and the brave soldier makes obeisance. 

The physician who, with an intelligent appreciation of the duty, 
and the labor, and the danger before him, sets out in the study and 
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practice of medicine, is a theme for the orator and an inspiration 
for the poet. He who, with forethought, cuts the cords that bind 
him to wife, and children, and home, leaves the pleasures of society, 
foregoes the calls of ambition, renounces wealth and honor, and 
choses the solitary path of labor, and toil, and danger, among the 
solitary hovels of the poor, amid the ravages of disease and by the 
cold streams of death, and who, after a life of exhaustion and pre- 
mature decay, is content to look back upon a career of abnegation 
and crucifixion of self, is the world’s anomaly, and should be the 
world’s hero. 

Medicine is no man-science; its profession no place of ease; its 
practice no lucrative sinecure. The world has secured the benefit 
of her labors, and makes large demands upon her laborers; but it 
has been niggard in reward, and penurious her evidences of appre- 
ciation. If money, or honor, or distinction had been the aim: of 
physicians, they never would have chosen medicine as a profession. 
But they make no complaint. Thanks to the enobling character of 
the profession, and the sustaining principles upon which it is based, 
they have learned that “ virtue is its own reward.” Integrity and 
usefulness are jewels more valuable than money or place, and they 
prefer the respect of merit to the gifts of favor. 

Being human, physicians are sometimes disturbed by the hyper- 
criticisms of the world upon the plans and details of their labor— 
especially when these ungenerous thrusts are made at the conven- 
tional rules and utilitarian regulations by which, as a profession, 
they are governed. 

Physicians, as a class, like every other class of men, have what 
has become to them a code of manners—a system of medical ethies— 
that certain rule of politeness—of good breeding—of high courtesy, 
as simple as the salutations of the morning or the manners of the 
thoroughfare, and as pure and free from evil as the moral law. 
Medical ethics is the crystalization of the morality, and charity, 
and refinement of the profession, and is as indispensable a part of 
a medical gentleman as the purity of his own character and the 
inbred instincts of his own refined nature. An educated physician 
can no more violate the regulations of his code than a polite gen- 
tleman can trample upon the rules of society. Medical ethics is 
no Procrustean bed to amputate and trim the profession into the 
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same shape and mould; it is not a register of the oaths of a secret, 
clandestine association of public enemies; it is not the regulations 
of a “ring” of public plunderers, nor a concoction of selfish means 
for the advancement of a set of arrogant bigots or greedy cormo- 
rants who feed and fatten upon the public welfare. Medical ethics 
is the oil that lubricates the friction of a great philanthropic pro- 
fession, and keeps in unison and harmony the parts of a complex 
whole. It is the golden rule of the science. Thou shalt love medi- 
cine with all thy soul, and mind, and strength, and thy brother 
physicians as thyself. Chesterfield is a volume beside it, and the 
decalogue more numerous and less lucid in its requirements. Its 
grand design was to root selfishness and meanness out of the pro- 
fession, and to separate medicine from the world of barter and trade, 
and to preserve its own inherent philanthropic and disinterested 
standards of action. 

Medicine does, in its code of ethics, refuse to enter the arena of 
money competition and to be subject to the rules of purchase and 
sale—of speculation and lottery. The medical fee-bill of a society, 
or the printed standard of charges for service by the regular faculty 
of a community, is one of those simple outgrowths of professional 
liberality by which they offer protection to the community from the 
exhorbitant charges of some blatant, advertising pretender, or from 
the imposition of the pinchbeck, shoddy acquirements of some cheap 
doctor. Organize medicine, to-day, upon the basis of trade, turn 
loose all the devil, and Yankee, and Jew there is in the doctors, 
and in one twelve-month they would bankrupt California and the 
Indies, and the plethora of their pretense would exceed the reple- 
tion of the public treasury. The world would have on its hands 
the care of the countless of poor, who could not buy; and the rich, 
upon the payment of their bills, would have no money left for 
charity. Who are the rich men of your cities? Are they the 
regular faculty of medicine? No, sir; they are men who trade in 
human health, and sell medicine according to the chances and cir- 
cumstances that surround the victims on whom they operate. The 
credulity of the sick, the ignorance of the multitude, and their own 
sordid souls, constitute their stock in trade. Regular medicine has 
no secret nostrums to sell; no patented inventions to protect; ‘no 
universal theories to teach; no universal catholicans to cure; no 
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blazing placards to advertise. - Among the regular faculty, there 
are no professional cut-throats, nor invidious detractors. Para- 
phrasing the tenets of our own noble code, we shout— 


“Or, if no basis bear my rising name 
But the fallen ruins of a brother’s fame, 
Then teach me, Heaven, to scorn the guilty bays; 
Drive from my heart that wretched lust of praise. 
Unblemished let me live, or die unknown ; 
Grant me an honest name, or grant me none.” 


Medicine, like chastity, blushes to defend herself, and weeps to 
find her white garments soiled by the contacts of pollution and 
filth. 

Members of the Columbus and Lowndes County Medical Society : 
In the language of another, let me exhort you to remember, “that 
ours is a profession devoted exclusively to the welfare of mankind. 
Sordid and mercenary motives cannot be admitted. We must stand 
out as the benefactors of our race, and consecrate our time, our 
talents and our lives to the public weal. As guardians of true 
science and sound knowledge, let us beware of charlatanism, and 
discard the babbling of empiricism, though they come with both 
hands full of gold. It is one of the sad things of our fallen world 
and fallen nature, that men love to be deceived. You can deceive 
them, if you will, and fatten upon their follies. You will not do 
it. God entrusts to your keeping a nobler heritage. The posses- 
sion of knowledge above your fellows is the very reason why you 
should not play upon their ignorance, but rather enlighten them 
and lead them to better things. Hold fast the sacred trust com- 
mitted; never lower your standards; be true to your code and to 
each other. Better, by far, wait years for success, than to sacrifice 
your principles and sell your manhood for money; better die poor, 
with clean hands and a good conscience, than walk in marble halls 
or sleep in granite sacophagi.” 

We close by congratulating you upon the success of your last 
years work. By your elevated professional bearing and devotion 
to your duty, you have merited and received the confidence and 
appreciation of the community in which you live; at home and 
abroad, your names are written high on the professional roll, and 
your productions have been marked with the stamp of highest merit, 
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Some of you have held positions of responsibility and the gravest 
official trust, and Columbus thanks you for your energy and suc- 
cess in driving the small-pox from her limits. 

With a tear of remembrance for our brother whom the angel of 
death cut down at his post, and a sigh of regret at the absence of 
our much-loved and respected President, members of the Colum- 
bus and Lowndes County Medical Society, I bid you God-speed 
and good-night! 


Note.—The above address is the joint production of Drs. J. W. M. Shattuck 
and W. L. Lipscomb. Dr. Shattuck was the retiring President, and the duty of 
the annual address devolved upon him. But after the selection of his subject and 
the collection of his material, he was taken sick, and compelled to leave home 
before its completion. His material and manuscripts were turned over, by order 
of the Society, to Dr. Lipscomb, with instructions to prepare and deliver the 
address at their anniversary meeting ; which duty was performed, and the address 
delivered by Dr. Lipscomb, as above written. 

Columbus, Mississippi, April 29, 1873. 





THE TREATMENT OF THE INTESTINAL DISORDERS 
OF CHILDREN. 


CONTRIBUTED TO THE MACON MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


BY 8. HENRY DESSAN, M.D., 

Corresponding Member; Attending Physician to the New York Dispensary for the Depart- 

ment of Children’s Diseases ; Member of the New York County Medical Society, etc. 
Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Macon Medical Association: 

Since my last communication to your honorable body, much time 
has elapsed, owing to change of residence on my part, together with 
the especial desire of extending my observations and experience in 
a new field. Having now been connected for about two years 
with the New York Dispensary, the oldest and largest institution 
of the kind in this metropolis, and having served in the department 
of that institution for the Diseases of Children, during my entire 
connection therewith, I trust that you will at once recognize the 
motive that induced me to withhold further communications from 
your learned Society, until I had been able to gather material of 
sufficient importance to lay before you. I refer more particularly 
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to my connection with the New York Dispensary, as a young physi- 
cian has very few opportunities elsewhere, during the first decade 
of his professional life in a large city, for experience and scientific 
observation. 

With these few preparatory remarks, I beg leave to introduce to 
your attention, “The Treatment of the Intestinal Disorders of 
Children,” as practiced by your contributor in the New York Dis- 
pensary. Although indigestion cannot be called an intestinal dis- 
order, yet there is so much influence, depending upon disordered 
function of the stomach in children, over intestinal diseases, that I 
may be pardoned in saying a few words first concerning this subject. 

Of the acute indigestions of nursing children, very few cases, 
comparatively, are seen in dispensary practice. When they do fall 
under observation, however, the cause is always inquired into, and, 
if possible, corrected. If, for instance, overnursing, to prevent 
crying, be the source of the trouble, more systematic nursing is 
advised; say give the breast every three hours, and if the child ery 
in the meantime, give a drink of water. Very often it is found 
that the mother considers her supply of milk insufficient for the 
wants of the child, and gives, as additional nourishment, arrow- 
root, corn starch, ete. I believe such food to be extremely improper 
for a child under six months of age, or at least before it has acquired 
teeth. The infant has been provided by Nature with the power to 
digest milk only, prior to this period. Before the eruption of the 
teeth has begun, there is little or no secretion from the salivary 
glands, the fluid of which is necessary for the physiological diges- 
tion of amylaceous food; and, although the secretion of the mucous 
membranes in the adult may act upon starch in the same manner 
as the salivary fluid, yet, when the starch is in larger proportion and 
already within the delicate stomach of the infant, it is very unlikely 
to be properly digested by that organ, and consequently perverts 
the action of the intestines in their effort to assimilate it. What- 
ever may be the modus operandi of its perturbating influence, such 
high authorities as West, Chambers, and Meigs and Pepper all agree 
as to its impropriety as an article of food for young infants. Hence, 
I always strenuously interdict such injurious substitution for the 
natural aliment. It is almost beyond belief to what an extent this 
method of substitution is prevalent. Even with infants entirely 
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deprived of the breast, and with those of a few weeks old, it is a 
common practice amongst the lower orders to stuff the little inno- 
cent with corn starch ad nauseam! I order such practice to be 
immediately discontinued, and direct the use of cow’s milk, diluted, 
or, what I have found perfectly satisfactory, if not far preferable, 
condensed milk. ‘The latter is diluted with tepid water, in the pro- 
portion of a tablespoonful of the condensed milk to a half pint of 
water, and a pinch of table salt added. I have seen a child de- 
prived of the mother’s breast, raised in this manner on condensed 
milk, without ever having an attack of indigestion during the 
whole period of artificial nursing. The child is now over two 
years old, and is strong and hearty. The great advantage of this 
plan of artificial nursing is, that the child’s food, by a little atten- 
tion, is always of uniform strength, is easily prepared, and can be 
used always fresh, and is even beyond the influence of nervous and 
other physical disturbances on the part of the mother, which is well 
known may affect the digestion of the child at the breast. There 
is no doubt but that such improper food as before mentioned, ad- 
ministered to infants, is a fruitful cause of a large number of diar- 
rheeas which may eventually assume all the symptoms and results 
of a fatal marasmus. I omit any mention of indigestion and its 
treatment as occurring in children after dentition, as that does not 
relate to our subject. 

In cases of simple diarrhoea occurring in teething children, where 
there is no fever present, and absence of pain on pressure over the 
abdomen, where the stools are more frequent, thinner and copious 
than usual, when the cause is presumed to be nothing more than 
the highly irritable state of the nervous system, the effect of the 
transitionary process of teething, and reflecting its action on the 
alimentary canal, if the gums should be found swollen, red and 
tender, they would be lanced; but since my term of service at the 
dispensary, I have never found occasion to lancea gum. I gen- 
erally, in such cases, administer a sedative, such as the bromide of 
potassium, in doses of two to four grs. every three hours, and insist 
upon careful attention to the diet of the child. If an astringent is 
found necessary, I give mist. crete, f5i; tr. catechu and tr. opii 
camph., aa. gtts. iv.; every three hours. When the patient has 
acquired a mixed diefary and presents the same symptoms of simple 
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diarrhoea as before mentioned, the case being due to eating of im- 
proper food, if seen shortly after the commencement of the attack, 
a mixture of ol. ricini and syr. rhei arom., aa f5ss.; sods bicarb., 
grs. iii, is ordered to be taken every half hour until the bowels 
have been freely evacuated, and afterwards to be taken twice or 
three times daily. This mixture is similar to the Chaussier mix- 
ture, with the exception of the soda, which is added as an antacid. 
Stillé, in his work on Materia Medica, remarks of the ol. ricini, 
that it is peculiarly adapted to the diarrhcas of children, from 
causes as at present under consideration; because, while it impresses 
the general system very slightly, it has a sanitive influence upon 
the bowels themselves. ; 

In cases of simple diarrheea occurring in children who have com- 
pleted the first dentition, where there appears to be a lack of tone 
in the digestive organs, and where the stools present the condition 
of lientery, a tonic of quinie sulph. and tr. ferri chlorid. is given, 
together with eight to ten grs. of pepsin, taken with the food at 
mealtime. Pepsin is also given in those cases of simple diarrhcea, 
in growing children, where the stools are large, watery, frothy and 
of fetid odor. 

Where simple diarrhea is met with in strumous children, I ad- 
minister the following: ol. morrhue, 4 iij.; syr. prun. virg., liq. 
calcis aa, 5.i. M. §. One to two teaspoonfuls after each meal. 
The lime water acts as an emulsifier, and the wild cherry renders 
the oil more tolerant to the stomach, and at the same time serves to 
disguise its taste. I have always found the oil to be easily digested 
after continuing its use for several days, and the looseness of the 
bowels to gradually disappear without further treatment. When 
change of temperature, commonly termed cold, is the cause of the 
diarrhea, by some writers styled intestinal catarrh, a mixture of tr. 
opii camph., gtts. iv.; ext. ipecac. fld., gtts. 4, given in a teaspoon- 
ful of equal parts of syrup and water, is prescribed for infants, and 
larger doses for older children. The castor oil mixture answers 
fully as well in such cases, and is more frequently given than the 
first-mentioned combination. 

I now come to the consideration and treatment of that variety 
of the Intestinal Disorders of Children that is by far the most fre- 
quently met with by the profession, in any portion of this country, 
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It is the swmmer complaint, by some confounded with cholera infan- 
tum, but which I, followlng the able distinction made by our 
American authorities, Meigs and Pepper, will term entero-colitis, 
or inflammatory diarrhcea of children. 

When this form of diarrhcea presents itself to my notice, appear- 
ing in a child undergoing dentition, where the evacuations are 
frequent and present the familiar green or chopped-spinach appear- 
ance, (which, according to such high authority as Chambers, is due 
to nothing more nor less than blood which has undergone trans- 
formation), and also containing mucus and undigested curd—all 
more or less certain indications of inflammatory destruction; and 
when, moreover, during the first days of the complaint, it is attended 
with marked fever and tenderness upon pressure over the abdomen, 
and more especially in the region of the iliac fossee, I at once place 
the little sufferer upon a genuine antiphlogistic treatment, consisting 
of liq. ammon. acet., or liq. potass. cit., gtts. xx.; tr. opii camph., 
gtts. iv.-x.; ext. ipecac fld., gtts. }-4, given in a teaspoonful of ani- 
sette water. I order the diet to be carefully regulated, the breast to 
be given not oftener than every three hours, and if there be much 
vomiting, teaspoonful doses of toast-water, containing ice, to be 
given. In cases where vomiting appears as the principal symptom, 
I am in the habit of giving the following: hydrarg. chlor. mit., 
gr. i.; sacch. albee, gr. xv. M. et in chart No. xvi. div. One to be 
given every two hours. When the disease has progressed for sev- 
eral days, until the febrile symptoms have subsided, or where such 
changes appear in the evacuations, as before remarked, following a 
previous simple diarrhwa, I employ the following powder: pulv. 
rhei, grs. vj.; pulv. ipecac. co., grs. x.; sodee bicarb., grs. xij. M. 
et in chart No. xij. div. One to be given every three hours to a 
child under one year of age. I also sometimes use the following, 
for the same age: Vin. ipecac, gtts. ij.; tr. calombe, gtts. xx.; mist. 
saline f5ij. M. To be given every three hours. The mist. saline 
is made by adding lemon juice in sufficient quantity to neutralize 
twenty grains of carbonate potassa dissolved in fi. water (The 
composition of the prescription is due to Pavy.) In addition to 
drugs and attention to diet, I generally reeemmend a hot bath to 
be given twice daily, and the baby to be wrapped in a blanket, after 
being dryed, so as to invite free perspiration. Plenty of fresh air 
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is advised, which is especially necessary in a large city like New 
York. 

When this variety of diarrhcea presents itself in children over 
a year old, and in those under that age also, where there are streaks 
of unaltered blood in the stools, I use the following: Bismuth sub- 
nit., 5i; pulv. ipecac. co., gr. xx.; pulv. zinzib., grs. iij. M. et in 
chart No. xij. dir. One to be given every three or four hours. The 
bismuth also serves to quiet the stomach where there is much irri- 
tability present. When the stools contain undigested matter, I give, 
in addition to the above, eight to ten grains of pepsin three times 
daily. 

Where the disease has lasted for several months, and has assumed 
all the features of a chronic diarrhcea, whether the patient has com- 
pleted dentition or not, I give the cod liver oil mixture before men- 
tioned, in the proportion of fF iii. ss. to £4, ss. of the syr. ferri iodid., 
a teaspoonful of which is so be given three times daily. It acts in 
the same beautiful and pleasing manner as in the simple diarrhwa 
of strumous children. Indeed, there is an analogy between the 
two affections, as in both, the mesenteric glands are enlarged, and 
these, no doubt, are important factors in the chronicity of the dis- 
ease. I have sometimes advised the raw-beef diet to be used in 
chronic diarrhcea, but it has been more from wishing to vary my 
practice than from any want of confidence in the cod liver oil and 
syrup of the iodide of iron. 

Cholera infantum, properly so called, is a disease which is not so 
frequently met with, unless there exists some epidemic influence. 
So far, in my dispensary practice, I have not seen over a dozen cases 
of it in two years. In order to be explicit in my discrimination of 
the treatment of cholera infantum, I will premise by remarking, 
that I refer to such cases as are accompanied with profuse watery 
evacuations, altogether different in appearance from the stools ox 
entero-colitis, severe vomiting, great thirst, suppression of urine, 
followed by collapse and convulsions. I scarcely think such cases 
can be confounded with entero-colitis, by an observant physician, 
and I make this remark, as the treatment which I have used might 
not be so applicable in cases where no choleraic element was present. 

Looking upon the cholera of infants as due to the same cause as 
that of the adult, only in a modified degree, namely, the poisoning 
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of the blood by the presence of fungi which have been developed 
through the influence of heat, filth and moisture, I have always 
prescribed the carbolic acid, regarding this agent as especially de- 
structive to all fungi, whether in or out of the blood. The marked 
success that I have had in the treatment of cholera infantum, justi- 
fies the result of my theory. Though I have not had any great 
number of cases of this disease to treat, yet all of my cases have 
responded promptly to the treatment, except one that died on the 
same day that I saw it, and could hardly be called a fair case for 
treatment. In one that I remember, which was one of my first 
cases, after using the carbolic acid for two days, the case was con- 
sidered cured, and discharged, all evacuations having ceased for the 
time. But after two more days the case was returned, with the 
same symptoms as at first, and the same remedy being used, it again 
responded as promptly to the treatment as before. I afterwards 
used an astringent preparation for a week or so until the case was 
beyond any further danger of a relapse. I thus learnt that, although 
the carbolic acid acts speedily, it is apt to deceive the physician, and 
he must be on his guard against a relapse; so that, since my first case 
of cholera infantum, I always administer an astringent, even after all 
choleraic symptoms have disappeared, for a week or ten days. The 
formula which I use is as follows: Acid. carbolic. (chryst.) Calvert’s, 
grs. ij.; glycerine, f5i.; aque, f5 vij. M. Teaspoonful every two 
hours. It checks the vomiting as speedily as it does the watery 
evacuations. I always allow plenty of ice-water as a drink, and 
advise the use of lime-water, and milk, and weak beef tea as food. 
In regard to the treatment of the stage of collapse, I have very little 
to say, from experience. I would suggest the carbolic acid treat- 
ment in connection with small doses of spts. ammon. arom., or liq. 
ammon. acet., or small doses of old brandy, together with warm 
applications to the feet and hands. Some of our physicians recom- 
mend warm applications to the head also, even during a convul- 
sion, which appears to me as rational treatment. The warm bath, 
in the first stage, is advised by some authors on the subject. 

I have only a few remarks to make concerning the treatment of 
dysentery in children. Nearly all of the cases that I have seen 
were secondary, following attacks of measles. The stools consisted 
of mucus and blood, and resembled the washings of finely minced 
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meat. The treatment I used was bismuth and Dover’s powder, in 
the same doses as before given under the subject of entero-colitis. 
As there are poor opportunities to administer enemata in dispensary 
practice, from the uncertainty of trusting the performance into 
ignorant hands, I have not used them. If an opportunity should 
offer where they could be correctly given, I should advise the use 
of either the nitrate of silver in small doses, or the sulphate of 
zine with tr. opii, in proper quantities. 

I have thus, gentlemen, endeavored to give you a concise reswmé 
of my practice in this class of children’s diseases. As regards the 
succese of my treatment as I have given it to you, I have only the 
following method of judging: All patients coming to the dispensary 
are registered, and the mothers are given cards with a number 
thereon corresponding to the name on the register. The mothers 
are requested to return, to report the result of the treatment from 
time to time, and many do so. There are others, however, who 
do not report, unless in case of the death of the patient, when they 
are sure to come for a certificate of death, that has to be filed in the 


register’s offce of the health department, in order to procure a burial 
permit. So, we are always certain to know if our patient dies; and 
if they do not die and do not return to report, we take it for granted 
that the treatment has been successful. I am sure that I have not 
lost a dozen cases from intestinal diseases out of many hundreds 


that I have treated in the last two years. 
52 Sixth Avenue, New York, Feb. 15, 1878. 





Us oF ARSENIC IN THE TREATMENT OF ConstTIPATION.—M. 
Isnard recommends arsenic in the treatment of constipation, espe- 
cially in the case of females. Although any preparation of arsenic 
seems to answer, M. Isnard prefers, ordinarily, arsenious acid. 
Three grains being dissolved in two and a haif pints of water, a 
coffee-spoonful will represent one milligramme of the acid. A 
medium dose is six to ten coffee-spoonstul daily, in three doses, 
preferably taken at meal-time, in water or wine, and increased 
gradually in quantity—La France Médicale, 
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MEDICAL EXTRACTS — PRACTICAL AND PHILO- 
SOPHICAL. 


BY L. B. ANDERSON, M.D., OF VIRGINIA. 


MEDICAL PHILOSOPHY. 

The first step in the study of disease, requires a thorough knowl- 
edge of the anatomical characteristics of the organs of organic life. 
The next is a clear appreciation of the nature and vital importance 
of the functions of those organs. In this last is involved, not only 
the peculiar nature of the function per se, and its direct influence 
upon vitality, but also its relative influence upon the functions of 
other organs. A perversion of the renal function might exert a 
very deleterious influence on the vital functions; but that may be 
only a sequence of a prior and more serious disorder of the hepatic 
function. Hence, it is as essential to know the relationship existing 
between the functions of different organs, as it is to understand the 
influence exerted by one organ on the economy asa whole. Equally 
essential is a knowledge of the generation and purification of the 
blood by a harmonious functional activity, the forces which circu- 
late it, and finally, how both are promoted, modified or perverted, 
by varying conditions of the nervous system. 

Having‘acquired these essential and fundamental facts, we will 
be prepared to follow nature into her workshop and watch her 
efforts, sometimes successful, often fruitless, in resisting the assaults 
of morbific agents upon the economy. We may see how the func- 
tion of one organ being perverted, or the circulation in one portion 
of the capillaries being deranged, the whole mass of vital fluid is 
thrown from its balance and fever is produced. But most important 
of all, we will be able to comprehend and appreciate the true nature 
and philosophy of inflammation, the nidus from which nearly all 
the ills to which our flesh is heir, have sprung. The modus operands 
of the changes which are wrought in the muscular system, and the 
concomitant nervous participation in the incubation, passivity and 
maturation of inflammation, and its terminations in atrophy, hy- 
pertrophy, induration, softening, morbid growths, effusions, suppu- 
ration, resolution and gangrene, constitute the key by which we 
may unlock the hidden operations of nature, and view them from 
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the aberration of the first truant cytoblast in an obscure capillary, 
to full development of wasting disease, or a return to health. 

Benignant nature has kindly supplied the human system with 
windows, as it were, through which the observant physician may 
look in and view, with almost undimmed vision, the morbid changes 
which are effected in the citadel of life, during the progress of dis- 
ease. The changes in temperature, the character of the pulse, the 
appearance of the tongue, the sputa, alvine evacuations, the urine, 
the skin, the sounds emitted from the heart and lungs, the condition 
of the abdomen, the character and odor of the perspiration, renal, 
intestinal and pulmonary evacuations, and uterine discharges—the 
posture, appetite, breathing, vision, hearing, the sensations, and 
last, though not least, the countenance, are so many lenses through 
which the discriminating physician may look in and view the strug- 
gles of the vital organs, as they toil beneath the incubus of dire 
disease. So expressive is the countenance of the true state and 
condition of the system in many diseases, that we require but slight 
collateral evidence to read, with unerring certainty, the lines which 
are traced on its lineaments. A slight touch of the pulse and a 
glance at the posture of a parturient woman, enables us to read in 
the constrained, contracted and anxious features the unmistakable 
evidence of puerperal peritonitis. The open mouth, dilated nostrils 
and wistful eye, with slight pulmonary crepitus and hurried breath- 
ing, in a helpless infant, point with unerring certainty to the ex- 
istence of pneumonia. In the dilated pupils, expanded and slug- 
gish lids, shrunken features, peculiar whine and anxious, restless 
countenance, we read the lesson of exhausted brain-power in a teeth- 
ing child. Few, indeed, are the diseases to which our flesh is heir, 
which have not recorded some line peculiar to itself, upon the physi- 
ognomy of the sufferer. 

So beautifully arranged are the organs of the human system, that 
their functions are made mutually dependent and codperative. 
Impair the erating functions of the lungs, and the liver assumes 
the responsibility of separating the carbonaceous constituents from 
the blood, which should have been eliminated by them. If the 
liver be unable to meet the demands thus made upon it, the kid- 
neys come to the rescue and industriously ply their energies to 
relieve the oppressions of the laboring organism, In increasing the 
Vou. III.—No. 9.—34. 
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exigencies of one of these organs, the troubles and embarrassments 
of the others are proportionally diminished. This sympathy and 
codperation often affords an opportunity of giving relief, even when 
the functions of a vital organ have been seriously and permanently 
impaired. 

Interesting and profitable as is the study of man, in his physical 
organism, were our studies and investigations to be confined to, 
and circumscribed by, the functions of organic life, there would 
hang over our physiological and pathological outlook a mist and 
darkness which would render the practice of medicine a mere gam- 
ble for human life, which would make our labors as unsatisfactory 
to ourselves as unprofitable to our patients; for, in the very per- 
fection cf the operation of the laws of organic life, a new principle 
is brought into being, characterized by affinities and repulsions 
which demand our closest study and most constant attention—affini- 
ties and repulsions which are ever present to aid or foil the physi- 
cian, as he permits them to operate to his injury, or induces them 
to conspire to his profit. This principle, though common to the 
whole animal kingdom, and even faintly foreshadowed in the higher 
orders of plants, attains its highest perfection only in the human 
species; but in whomsoever or in whatsoever its characteristics are 
developed, we call it Life. “Life,” says the great Bechat, “is the 
totality of those functions which resist death:” that is, the combined 
operation of the functions of the animal economy develop a principle 
which we call life.; which principle is in its highest degree of 
development when those functions are performed with the greatest 
energy and harmony. And it deteriorates and degenerates in the 
direct ratio that those functions are impaired. And when they 
cease altogether, it becomes extinct. This animal development, or 
life, while a creature of mere organic energy, renders the animal 
organism the object and recipient of thousands of impressions to 
energize its functions, paralyze its powers, or waste its energies. 
The outer world being thus brought into direct contact with the 
inner organism, through the principle of life, all objects become 
pleasing or painful, healthful or hurtful, as they produce harmony 
or discord in the body. Thus, lust, fear, love, hatred, appetite or 
instinet are produced in accordance with the affinities or repulsions 
of the organism. Phenomena outside of, and entirely distinct from, 





Southern Medical Record. 531 


the physical being, through the reflex influence of vital force, may 
thus conduce to health and vitality, or disorganization and death. 
He who has failed to study the laws of animal life, and the relation 
they sustain to, and the influence they extend over, the functions of 
organic life, has yet to find the key which will disclose many of the 
mysteries which enshroud the nature of disease, as well as elucidate 
the modus operandi of many remedial agents. 

As in the organic world, where all the operations of nature are 
controlled by the laws of affinity and repulsion, producing com- 
pounds of definite proportions and uniform principles, so the evo- 
lutions in organic life are maintained by like unchangeable, definite 
and uniform principles, producing results of the most unvarying 
characteristics. Hence, while the combining proportions of marble 
constituents are always the same, a difference in the physical quali- 
ties of the ultimate atoms of which it is composed, produces results 
as dissimilar in color and form, as those which characterize the 
human organism. In both kingdoms, like agents and laws produce 
like effects, and those agents and laws are as invariable and un- 
changeable as light and darkness. The characteristics and quali- 
ties of all bodies, whether inorganic or organic, depend upon the 
inherent properties of their germ atom or germ cell; the germ atom 
of marble will produce marble, of granite, granite—presenting, 
always and everywhere, the same uniform chemical composition, 
but differing in their physical properties according to the inherent 
qualities of their germ atom; which quality depends in no wise 
upon any adventitious or accidental circumstance, but owes its origin 
to the impress which it received while bright and new, it dropped 
from the fingers of Creation. Thus, the inherent quality of the 
germ cell of organic matter has developed in the human race, species 
as dissimilar as the colors of marble. The germ cell of the white 
man will always, and everywhere, produce a white man; of the 
Indian, an Indian; and of the curly-headed, thick-lip, flat-nose, 
muciferous-stench, black-skin African, has ever, and will ever, pro- 
duce his counterpart in all ages and countries, and under all circum- 
stances and conditions. Thus, the law of evolution presides over 
the germ cell of all organic matter, and the blood of man is identical 
to-day with that which coursed in the veins of Adam, producing 
organs and tissues absolutely and identically the same, and bearing 
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the same relations and characteristics which they did in our first 
parent. The tiger of Bengal and the lion of Africa, the spots of 
the leopard and the skin of the Ethiopian are unchanged and un- 
changeable. After the lapse of three thousand years, with its accu- 
mulated lights and “progressive evolutions,” Ulysses Grant is not 
to be compared with Alexander the Great, Sumner with Socrates, 
or Butler with Cicero. The liver, lungs and kidneys, the brain, 
uterus and testicles perform the same functions to-day they did 
in the days of Abraham. Hellebore and hemlock produce the 
same effects on the human organism they did in the days of Hypo- 
crates. Hence, all the facts in anatomy, physiology, pathology, 
hygiene or therapeutics which were applicable to man in his physi- 
cal or animal nature in the incipiency of our race, are equally 
applicable to him to-day. 

Springing from the hand of God in all the perfection of a com- 
plete organism, the phenomena of animal life were developed in 
man, above all other animals, commensurate with the superiority, 
symmetry and beauty of his physical being; yet no instincts, emo- 
tions or aspirations had he above those of other animals. Wonderful 
as were the functions of his vital organs, and amazing as were the 
phenomena springing from their combined and harmonious action, 
man was only an animal—yet occupying the head of the column— 
with all the passions, emotions, appetites and instincts of the mere 
animal! The finishing touch was yet to be given, and man was to 
be endowed with a new principle—a spiritual nature, which should 
distinguish him from all mundane beings—a principle as immortal 
as God himself, springing from, and aspiring to, heaven, it was 
destined to bring his animal nature, with all its groveling passions 
and appetites, in subjection to it. To this end, “God breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, and he became a living soul.” The 
objects of time and sense were not henceforth to be only agents 
which were to operate on, and influence him; nor was he destined 
long to move in that spiritual atmosphere which now enveloped 
him; for, yielding in an evil hour to the cravings of his mere ani- 
mal nature, his immortal principle, with all its hopes and aspirations, 
were brought into subjection to it, and man was destined to become 
the medium of impressions the most momentous and profound. 
The hopes and fears arising from his two-fold nature—the conflict 





Southern Medical Record. 533 


between his animal and spiritual natures—the upbraidings of a 
guilty conscience, amid the indulgence of carnal appetites and 
sensual lusts—the depressions and disappointments which crowd 
upon the mind as busy memory brings up, in grim array, time mis- 
spent, opportunities neglected and words and acts performed and 
uttered, which can never be erased or recalled. All these become 
fruitful materies morbi, stealthily, but surely operating through the 
animal nature upon the organic functions, and claiming the nicest 
discrimination of the pathologist, as prying into the nature of dis- 
ease, he seeks the indications of cure, combining in his physical 
organization almost every agent, and influenced by almost every 
law of the material universe; and by his two-fold nature united 
with two worlds, man becomes the centre of influences and agencies 
which spring alike from earth and heaven, the past and future, time 
and eternity. Wonderfully and fearfully made, indeed, is he; and 
that man who analyzes and comprehends the laws by which he is 
governed, and discovers and describes the agencies and influences 
which operate upon and control him, is a philosopher indeed. 

In view of the complexity of the human constitution, the numer- 
ous agencies and influences which operate upon it, and the multi- 
form ills to which it is heir, the mind is at first appalled at the idea 
of assuming the responsibility of diagnosing its diseases and rectifying 
its disorders. In sweeping, however, over the long drawn cata- 
logue of human diseases, we will tind that busy hands have been 
at work during all the ages, collecting and arranging facts and 
deducing general principles, which gleam as beacon-lights to direct 
the devotee of science through its intricate pathways. Thus, dis- 
eases and remedies have been arranged in corresponding classes, 
which, enabling the physician to investigate and measure d idacti- 
cally and logically, reduces his labors to a pleasant toil, and his 
conclusions, in many instances, to a mathematical certainty. Of 


these facts and principles, these deductions and conclusions, we pro- 
propose to treat in a future number. 





OINTMENT FoR FREcKLES.—]}. Flour of mustard, 5iij.; lemon 
juice to make a stiff paste, q. s.; oil of almonds, 5ss. Mix. 
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DISLOCATION OF THE SPLEEN. 
BY A. R. KILPATRICK, M.D, OF NAVASOTA, TEXAS. 


The displacement, or dislocation of the spleen occurs so rarely, 
and is so seldom mentioned by authors, that probably some of the 
readers of the REcorD may have their doubts of there being such 
a pathological fact. 

Dr. Robley Dunglison, in his “ Practice of Medicine,” mentions 
one case he saw post mortem, and reports it as a rarity. He found 
the spleen broken loose from its attachments, resting with its convex 
surface on the brim of the pelvis—the lower extremity being turned 
up in the right lumbar region, suspended by its vascular and peri- 
toneal attachments, and easily movable in every direction. 

In April, 1867, I attended a young widow here who was 
sick with intermittent fever, complicated with deranged uterine 
function. She was the mother of two children, and about twenty- 
five years old. She had lived in Eastern Texas, and suffered for 
years with different diseases, mostly, though, malarial fevers. She 
was poor, and had to cook and do all household work. In course 
of treating her case, I examined the abdominal contents, and as she 
was lean, the abdominal walls thin, all the viscera could be felt. I 
expected, on the first examination, to find a large spleen, but being 
disappointed, I asked if she had ever had “fever cake,” and she 
said she had, years ago, and the doctors had treated her for it; but 
of late she had no trouble with it. 

Pressing in the region of the uterus and bladder, I found the 
spleen there laying very much in the position given above by Prof. 
D. Iam sure I was not mistaken: I found no sign of the organ 
in its proper place. ‘The spleen could be easily traced out by the 
fingers, and was not much above the ordinary healthy size and 
length in the adult. Moving it or pressing on it produced no 
undue pain. She could give me no satisfactory accouut as to its 
dislocation. 'The woman moved away and died, I heard, of yellow 
fever, in the summer or fall, as there was an epidemic that year. 

In June, 1868, while attending a black woman, who had several 
children, some of them grown, I found her spleen dislocated and 
laying exactly in the position of the foregoing case. She was also 
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lean and thin, and the digital examination could easily trace out 
its size and situation. She also suffered no pain from handling, 
moving or pressing on the organ: it was evidently not diseased 
then, but she had no knowledge of when the dislocation occurred. 
She had been a slave, belonging to a sugar planter in Louisiana. 

In 1866, a young lady of this place, who had a large spleen, was 
attempting to get up in a light wagon, when she was suddenly 
seized with a very sharp, lancinating pain in the spleen. She had 
to be helped back into the house, and required medical assistance. 
Dr. Barnett was called in, and found the spleen entirely below the 
ribs, leaving a space of more than two inches between the upper 
edge of the spleen and the ribs. It was very large, and occupied the 
pelvis, and felt like the gravid uterus. Her clothes were loosend, 
and her body placed on an inclined bed, elevating the posts so as 
to make the head much the lowest; then, by pressure and continued 
manipulation, similar to the taxis in reducing hernia, it was restored 
to its position and secured by bandages, She was kept in bed and 
the bandages attended to a few days, when she recovered entirely, 
and has not been troubled with the spleen since. 

I have heard of another case in a married woman in Falls county, 
who is the mother of three children. She has suffered with enlarged 
and painful spleen several years. It finally has become dislocated, 
and now occupies the pelvis and feels like the gravid uterus. Since 
the location she has aborted several times—in fact, has not brought 
a child to term since. The spleen must weigh nine pounds, and, 
by its pressure on the uterus and on the large blood-vessels, has 
entirely impaired her health. The displacement came on gradually, 
and probably was facilitated by parturition. 

These cases are reported partly as curiosities of medical experience, 
and partly to direct the attention of the profession so as to elicit 
further observation. 





Topacco Enema.—Dr. N. 8. Davis, of Chicago, recommends 
for extreme cases of obstructions of the bowels an infusion of one 
drachm of chewing tobacco in a pint of boiling water, one-half or 
more to be injected when cool enough. 
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GASTRIC HEMATAMESIS, VICARIOUS OF REGU- 
LAR MENSTRUATION, PRODUCED BY MALARIAL 
CAUSES. 


BY E. M. VASSER, M.D., OF ALABAMA. 


Gentlemen of the Association: 

Though not a member of your body, I take pleasure in reporting 
a case under the above caption, which is the first of the kind that 
has come under my observation during a practice of twenty-two 
years. Though some of you may have met with one or more pro- 
duced by the same influence, yet it may not prove uninteresting to 
discuss it during your session. 

The subject of this is a white woman aged thirty-nine, the mother 
of several children. Her general health had been good until the 
close of the war. Her husband, who was a member of Captain 
Lewis’ company of cavalry, was supposed to have been killed or 
taken prisoner in an attack upon the Federals at the court-house at 
LaFayette, near Rome, Ga. Not being positive as to the fate that 
had befallen him, she looked anxiously, but in vain, his coming 
from some northern bastile, until all hope was gone. The troubled 
mental condition so impaired the physical, that she found herself 
unable to labor for the support of herself and children, and was 
admitted into the poor-house in the early part of 1866, where she 
soon after had an attack of meningitis. This institution is situated 
in the fork of the Cahaba and Alabama rivers, immediately on the 
banks of the former, with a ravine in its rear connecting the two, 
with ponds and marshes near enough to style its locality the nursery 
of malaria, Soon after her recovery from meningitis, she was 
attacked with intermittent fever of the quotidian type. Up to this 
time, her menstrual flow had occurred at the usual time, in the usual 
quantity and duration. She saw nothing more, however, for twelve 
months. Epistaxis occurring occasionally, the spleen became en- 
larged, with the rise of fever following the first chill, was sore to 
the touch, and continued to enlarge until she had the appearance of 
being enciente; and near the time of parturition, the bowels were 
generally loose. A feeling of vertigo came on all at once, with 
nausea attending, and hematamesis followed. The organ decreased 
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in size, apparently, all at once, and a short time after, the menstrual 
flow came on in its natural way, and continued for three successive 
times; then another chill, and another, for some months, and an- 
other hemorrhage from the stomach and bowels—from the stomach 
several times in the course of half an hour, and by the bowels for 
several days after, in clots having the appearance of dark, grumous 
blood. I am told by the patient that she is aware, always, of an 
attack before it comes on; she says her spleen becomes so much 
enlarged that it fills the whole abdomen, and that she is nauseated, 
giddy-headed, and that it is painful for her to stoop or walk about; 
she therefore goes to bed and awaits the hemorrhage, which never 
occurs when she is not having chills and the spleen not enlarged, 
and she always menstruates in the natural way when the spleen is 
of the natural size, and is free from the ague. She tells me that 
the hemorrhage has been so great as to cause persons around her to 
feel alarmed for her safety. These hemorrhages occur at different 
intervals—as often as five times in one year; owing, ip every in- 
stance, however, to the size of the spleen—if I may so express it. 
She has been under the treatment of gentlemen of enlarged expe- 
rience—one of them my former partner, Dr. Thomas Hunter, with 
whom I have often conversed respecting her case and treatment. 
So fully convinced was her physician in attendance several years 
ago, that a change would be beneficial to her. He advised her to 
go to the country and remain a few months. She did so, and the 
result was, the chills were broken by the remedies that were pre- 
scribed her, her menstrual flow came on at regular intervals, her 
general health improved, and she returned to the poor-house in the 
latter part of June, and in the month of July was taken with a 
chill, to pass through the same ordeal as related before. I was 
called to see her in January last, and she had just had one of these 
hemorrhages. Since then, occasioaal epistaxis, with a tendency to 
ascites and diarrhcea; and though she has had a chill or two since, 
she says the spleen is not sufficiently enlarged for another one of 
those hemorrhages. As regards the treatment, it has been so varied 
and of such long duration, I will not attempt a report of it. As 
regards the prognosis, I would say, in my humble opinion, favora- 
ble, if she could leave the poor-house and breathe pure air, not 
impregnated with malaria; but to remain where she is, then yon 
can base your own conclusions. “We are told by different authors 
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that the viscera with the morbid conditions of which hematamesis 
is most often connected, are the liver and spleen, and that disease 
of one or both of these viscera may produce mechanical congestion 
of the sub-mucous capillary tissues, and that congestion may be 
relieved under certain circumstances by the effusion of serous fluid 
constituting ascites or diarrheea; or, on the other hand, by extrava- 
sation of the collected blood itself. One of the offices of the spleen 
is supposed to provide a receptacle or reservior of the blood, when 
its free passage through the portal vessels are temporarily obstructed, 
and it then becomes a safety-valve which obviates the danger that 
might arise to more vital parts from any great or sudden disturb- 
ance of the venous circulation. Many cases of hematamesis are 
reported, going on with evident enlargement of the spleen, showing 
venous obstructure somewhere; but this is the first one that has 
ever come under my observation where hematamesis is produced, as 


I believe, by malarial influence, vicarious of menstruation. I have 
seen the spleen, in this instance, of enormous size, and, from her 
own description, would weigh, instead of eight or ten ounces, cer- 
tainly as many pounds, and diminish so rapidly, that one would 


almost doubt his own eyes. 

“Latour, in his work on hemorrhage, mentions a case of a person 
living in a malarious district who labored under intermittent fever 
for two years, followed by an immense enlargement of the spleen, 
or ‘ague cake,’ which came to occupy almost the whole of the abdo- 
men. He predicted hemetamesis would follow, which accordingly 
did. He was called to see him, and found that he had vomited an 
immense quantity of blood, and a great deal passed by the bowels 
—the hemorrhage recurring from time to time until, in the course 
of a month, the spleen was so far reduced in size, that it could no 
longer be felt in the belly, and the patient lived and enjoyed good 
health for twenty-five years.” In gastric hemorrhage, resulting 
from hepatic trouble or obstruction, there is almost always intestinal 
hemorrhage. 

Finding I am extending my remarks too long, I will close by 
submitting my statement of the case to my friend, Dr. B. H. Riggs, 
who will read it before your Association, should he think it worthy 
of a passing notice, and my feeble health or professional services 
prevent me from being present at your next meeting. 

Cahaba, Ala., May 7, 1873. 
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THE USE OF BLACK COHOSH DURING PREGNANCY. 
BY ELY VAN DeWARKER, M.D., SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


On page 230 of the April number of the Recorp, there is an 
extract from the Eelectic Medical Journal, relating to the medical 
properties of this plant. One sentence in that extract calls, I think, 
for a statement of my experience of its therapeutics. The sentence 
reads: “It is said that it has been given to gravid females for the 
removal of cough, with the effect of producing a speedy abortion.” 
This is so contrary to my experience of its action—and I confine 
its use almost exclusively to the pregnant condition—that I must 
protest against the plant being given a bad name. I cannot help 
regarding a good remedy in the light of a friend, and in that rela- 
tion I feel bound to defend its character. 

Women are oftentimes the subjects of distressing symptoms as 
pregnancy advances. Among these are a train of nervous symp- 
toms as pregnancy advances, Restlessness, sleeplessless, darting 
pains in the back, flanks and thighs, and stiffness and soreness in 
movement, are very common and troublesome. For these condi- 
tions I find black cohosh a sovereign remedy. I give thirty min- 
ims, or half a teaspoonful, of the flud extract at bed-time, in cases 
of restlessness, and in case of neuralgia of the lumbar or abdominal 
muscles, or in cases of stiffness or soreness in movement, the extract 
may be given in the same amount, at intervals of three to five hours 
during the day. 

I know of no medicine equal to the black cohosh for the condi- 
tions mentioned above. I have used the plant for these cases during 
the last ten years, and I never saw an abortion produced. I am 
aware of the drug having been used as a parturifacient, and with 
good results, I am told; but as I regard the action a class of drugs, 
when so used—and cohort among the number—that is not conflict- 
ing in any way with the fact that these same drugs may be safely 
employed during gestation. Quinine has a reputation well estab- 
lished as a parturifacient, but none of us would hesitate to use it, 
I believe, when called for in the pregnant female. I place ergot in - 
the same class. I have explained, elsewhere, my theory of this.* 


*Detection of Criminal Abortion, and a Study of Foticidal Drugs, p. 47, 800, 
Boston, James Campbell. 
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This theory may be formulated. Uterine contractions, or irrita- 
bility, being once established, various substances, when introduced 
into the system, are capable of promoting or intensifying such con- 
tractions or irritability, which, when the uterine nerves and muscles 
are quiescent, have no such power. Quinine, ergot and actea race- 
mosa I class among these agents which so act. I know of no other 
way of explaining phenomena, which, at a superficial glance, ap- 
pears contradictory. 

I deny to any of these drugs the power of inducing primary 
uterine contractions per se. Acting upon this theory, I have used 
these agents during gestation with perfect safety to the uterine con- 
tents. So far as black cohosh is concerned, the reader may use it 
during pregnancy, when indicated, without any fear that it will 
prove an ecbolic. 





GELSEMIUM IN Gyn xcoLocy.—Dr. H. V. Ferrell, Carbondale, 
Illinois, writes to Clinic that two doses of gelsemium, of ten drops 
each, entirely relieved the excessive irratability of the uterus in a 


case of endometritis, and the os, which was, before the administra- 
tion of gelsemium, rigid and contracted, dilated. Another case— 
suppression of lochia, and retention of part of the placenta—the 
result of the stupidity of a midwife. Present condition of the 
patient alarming; in which, on examination, the os was found 
firmly contracted, and hardly admitted the end of the index finger. 
The patient was treated with gelsemium and belladonna, and in 
twelve hours the os dilated so as to admit two fingers, and permit 
the extraction of the retained placenta, etc., when the patient re- 
covered without further trouble. 

Gelsemium (in five drops every hour, in water, till relief is ob- 
tained, and then at longer intervals) has relieved after-pains in very 
severe cases. Dr. Shaw, of Guthrie, Iova, claims to have had the 
best results from gelsemium in the treatment of uterine leucorrhcea, 
and Dr. Mobsworth, of DesMoines, places more reliance in it for 
the successful treatment of chronic dysmenorrhcea than in any other 
remedy. Both these gentlemen say its good effects in these affec- 
tions are frequently as prompt and decided as is quinia in intermit- 


tents.—St. Louis Medical Archives. 
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EXTRACTS AND GLEANINGS FROM OUR EXCITANGES. 





MULTUM IN PARVO. 


Fiscut on Preumonta Mierans (Prager Vierteljahrsschr., Bd. 
114, S. 112-123).—Schiffer calls attention to this article, in a re- 
view in the Central-Blatt fur Mediz. Wiss., No. 35, 1872. It ap- 
pears that up to the present time only Waldenburg and Wiegand 
have contributed accounts of this rare affection ; the former relating 
one case, and the latter two cases. The chief characteristic of the 
disease consists in many parts of the lung being successively at- 
tacked by the croupous process, the portions first attacked healing 
as the disease advances to the healthy parts. 

The course of this disease may be anatomically continuous, as in 
the case of Waldenburg, where the disease began as a pneumonia 
dextra inferior, passed upwards through the entire right lung, at- 
tacked the apex of the left lung, and by steady advances reached 
the base of the lung on the left side. This course was passed over 
twice by the disease in the same individual. On the other hand, 
there may be no such regularity in the course pursued by the dis- 
ease, and the same lung may be attacked first in one part and then 
in another. In any event, the disorder is very tedious, and, as 
Waldenburg has observed, highly suggestive of erysipelas migrans. 
The case related by F ischl, of a strong woman, thirty-six years old, 
showed the last-mentioned characteristics. When this patient was 
first seen, fourteen days after the beginning of the disease, the infil- 
tration was discovered in the left lung, upper part; two days later, 
the infiltration was found at the base of the right lung ; a few days 
subsequent to this, the disease was found in the infraclavicular re- 
gion, left side, ete. Twice, parts were attacked which had been 
already affected. The infllirations were quickly developed, without 
initial chills, and were very quickly absorbed. ‘The disease lasted 
six weeks, with continued fever, and the sputa continued of a ca- 
tarrhal nature during the entire course of the affection, with at no 
time the appearance of any blood in them. 
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TREATMENT OF CystiTIs.—Dr. A. W. Rogers (Medical and 
Surgical Journal) says: In a pretty large practice of about thirty- 
five years’ duration, I have met hardly any cases of acute cystitis, 
except such as supervened upon the prolonged application of a blis- 
ter of cantharidies or the internal use of that or spirits of turpen- 
tine. I have met with many chronic cases and very many cases of 
dysuria, which are commonly regarded as cases of irritation of the 
neck of the bladder. But, no doubt many of the latter are true 
cases of a degree of cystitis. Many more of the latter occur in females 
than in males. Some of them have been accompanied with blood 
in the urine, which, from the attending symptoms I had reason to 
believe came from the bladder. All the cases I have had of an 
acute kind have been relieved, and the most of them got entirely 
well under the use of the following means: Rest, warm fomenta- 
tions to hypergastric, pubic and perineal regions, and sometimes 
the moderately warm or tepid bath, warm demulcent drinks, small 
doses of spts. niter dulcis and tine. opii. camph., equal parts, say 
5ss. of each every hour; or pills of sulph. morph. gr. 1-20 to 1-10; 
or ext. hyoscyam. gr. 3 to 1, one every two hours; or pills of camph. 
gr. 3, ext. hyoscyam. gr. 1, one every two hours. The mixture of 
equal parts of spts. nit. dule. and tine. opii. camph. frequently given 
in small doses will relieve a large majority of the acute cases of 
dysuria or mild cystitis, for which the physician is called to pre- 
scribe, such as occur from cold, some temporary menstrual or sexual 
trouble, and will temporarily benefit all of them. Where this 
remedy does not answer, the morphia with camphor will often suc- 
ceed. 

For all bleedings from the urinary organs gallic acid has always 
proved a reliable remedy, one which usually acts very promptly. 
It has so often succeeded in my hands that I have not looked tor 
another. But I have no doubt that ergot is also an efficient remedy 
and it is a matter of cougratulation that its use in all kinds of hei- 
orrhages is being proved to be so effective. 

The beneficial effects of ergot in paralysis of the bladder follow- 
ing retention of the urine I have proved in several cases. The 
judicious use of this remedy will often save the physician and the 
patient much inconvenience. By its aid the use of the catheter 
may much sooner be dispensed with. 


IopoFoRM FOR PRURIGO AND HEMoRRHOIDS.—An ointment 
made of iodoform (5i.) and simple cerate (45 i.) will be found use- 
ful in inany cases of prurigo. The following is recommended when 
piles are very painful, especially during defecation: BR. Iodoform, 
powdered, twenty grains; cocoa butter, 51. Melt and mix for 
suppositories. 
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THE INTERNAL USE OF ACONITE IN NEURALGIA.—I send you 
a few noves of cases showing the great use of tincture of aconite, 
both alone and in combination with other remedies, in neuralgia 
and muscular rheumatism. I now speak of its internal use, in con- 
tradistinction to external. I give five cases, each the representative 
of a different class of the same affection. 

Case 1.—Mrs. D. had been for some time under my care for vio- 
lent paroxysmal neuralgia of the face, partially due to carious teeth 
and partially to gastric derangement. As she would not have the 
bad teeth extracted nor tend to her digestion or bowels, I was per- 
petualiy trying to invent something new to mitigate the « agony she 
suffered. On August 29th she began to take tinct. aconit., min. 
x.; tinct. colchici, min. iij.; brom. potass., gr. v., each third hour, 
with spt. chloroform min, xx. Having been prepared for this treat- 
ment by a purgative, on the 30th she had almost, and on the 31st 
completely, recovered ; and this happy state of things lasted for six 
and weeks. Of course, in this case, extraction of the bad teeth 
proper attention to the digestive organs, would have afforded most 
hope of a radical cure. 1 ” - 

I have now given five cases, each a representative of a different 
class of rheumatic and neuralgic : affections, in which I have found 
the internal use of tincture of aconite exceedingly useful. It remains 
for me to say in what class of cases I have not found such good 
effects. They are two: first, in acute rheumatism attacking the 


joints; and secondly, in lumbago, its internal use has proved of 


much less value. In the latter affection, however, complete relief 
may often be obtained by the application of chloroform liniment, 
aconit., and liniment. belladonne in equal parts on lint with oiled 
silk over it. In conclusion, I -would add, that constipation, or a 
disordered state of the stomach, or both, should be remedied before 
commencing the use of aconite, or aé least in suck cases suitable 
remedies for the relief of such a state of things should be combined 
with it. Asa rule, aconite seems to have more effect when com- 
bined with spirit of chloroform than when taken alone—at least, so 
fay as my experience goes. It is well always to commence with a 
small dose, as I know of no remedy so variable in its effects on dif- 
ferent constitutions. I have seen a single dose of eight minims 
produce decided tingling all over the body in an adult, and I have 
given as much as twenty minims each third or fourth hour, with- 
ont any tiagling at all—A. Leslie Means, M.D., in Med. Timés 
and Gazette. 


Drasetes.—Dr. O. Shultzer claims great success in the treat- 
ment of diabetes under the free use of glycerin internally, with 
citric acid and abstinence from starchy food. 
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HEADACHE IN CHILDREN.—After remarking on the symptom- 
atic value of “Headache” as a term, the author reviewed the com- 
monest varieties of headache in children, and then dwelt especially 
on a peculiar functional form, of which he had met with several 
examples. These were associated, he believed, with some intricate, 
though undemonstrable, change, physical, structural, or chemical, 
going on within the cranium; giving rise to some confusion or ab- 
normal sensation in the head or to actual headache. This peculiar 
cerebal change is accompanied occasionally, but not of necessity, 
with enlargement of the head, wasting of the extremities, flabbiness 
of the muscles, and looseness of the joints; there are also pallor 
and debility, restlessness by night, irritability by day; a slow and 
sometimes irregular pulse, with dull and persistent headache; the 
temperature is normal. Dr. Day treated the early stage of the dis- 
ease with bromide and iodide of potassium, and advocated, later on 
the use of iron, bark, and cod oil. . Tonics did harm in ‘the early 
treatment. 

Dr. Farquharson gave some interesting experience in relation to 
headache in children based upon cases treated by him at Rugby. 
He-referred to the importance of not overlooking headache as a 
symptom of slight sunstroke, and in connexion with overwork; in 
the latter cases the urine contained alkaline phosphates. 

Dr. Broadbent regarded persistent headache in a child as a sus- 


picious symptom. Dr. Day’s cases he considered examples of the 
headache, of rickets, or hydrocephalus. He advocated the use of 
small doses of mercury, continued for a long time. 


TREATMENT OF FissuRE OF THE ANUs (Medical Times and Ga- 
zette, June 8, 1872).—A lecture on this subject, by Dr. Dolbeau, is 
reported by Dr. Osborne Powell. He observes that each evacua- 
tion of the bowels is accompanied by a feeling of something crack- 
ing, followed by intense pain; nevertheless, in many instances no 
fissure can be found, even after the most careful and minute inspec- 
tion. He consequently regards it as of the nature of neuralgia. 
It commonly occurs between the ages of eighteen and thirty, and 
most frequently in women. In the treatment, the first thing to do 
is to abolish the muscular element. Récamier, whose name is in- 
separable from this history of this malady, well comprehended that 
the fissural lesion is an element without importance, and he cured 
several patients by what he termed cadenced massage. Chloroform 
was then unknown. He had the patient held by some strong as- 
sistants, and he introduced first one finger, then another, and so on, 
until he had passed his whole hand into the rectum; he then closed 
his fist, and drew his hand from the intestine. This was a most 
rational operation, and the employment of chloroform in the pres- 
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ent day permits us to practice it in a much less barbarous manner. 
Thus, the patient being put under the influence of chloroform, the 
surgeon introduces his two thumbs into the rectum, and endeavors 
to bring them in contact with the two ischia; at that moment one 
hears a strong cracking noise, and the operation is finished. The 
first stool after the operation is painful, but this pain is simply the 
result of the region being contused, and does not in the least resem- 
ble the pain which characterized the spasmodic attacks. The suc- 
ceeding stools are without any pain, and the cure is assured. 


Cases OF TrauMATIC MALIGNANT OnycutIA SUCCESSFULLY 
TREATED BY Means OF NitRATE OF LEav.—In the Ippocratico 
Dr. D. Peruzzi has recorded a remarkable instance of the above, in 
the form of a letter addressed to Professor Vanzetti, who was the 
first in Italy to advocate the use of nitrate of lead in malignant 
onychia, and had been eminently successful in fourteen cases of the 
disease. Dr. Peruzzi’s case was a very bad one; so bad, indeed, 
that amputation of the diseased part seemed the only possible pro- 
cedure. It occurred in a youth of seventeen, of lymphatic consti- 
tution, who fourteen months previously had wounded the great toe 
of his right foot. The wound gradually extended and suppurated 
loosening the nail to the root, and producing hemorrhage, which 
became more and more frequent and abundant. The pain was 
most intense; sleep quite impossible; and the patient was finally 
reduced to a worn-out condition. All previous medicinial applica- 
tions had failed. On May 14th the loose extremity of the nail was 
cut off, and nitrate of lead sprinkled freely all over the diseased 
parts. A bit of rag was simply applied. Strong pain was felt, 
but speedily abated. A black polished scar was produced, and fell 
off at the end of six days. The parts healed beautifully. A second 
slight application of the substance was made with the object of 
hastening and ensuing a cure. Dr. Peruzzi’s case is followed by 
the relation of three other instances of cure recorded by Drs. Ver- 
ardini and Casati.—Lancet. 


TREATMENT OF CHRonic NasaAt CaTarru.—Dr. Whittaker, 
(Clinic, July 12, 1878), advocates the treatment of certain cases of 
nasal catarrh by pressure. He does it for the same reason that the 
surgeon uses pressure to remove stricture of the urethra. The con- 
striction is usually found in the inferior meatus. Bougies of differ- 
ent sizes and shapes are employed as the particular case seems to 
indicate. His success in the five cases thus treated has been very 
gratifying. The suggestion is surely worth a trial, as by present 
methods these cases are treated with most unsatisfactory results, 
Detroit Review of Medicine. 

Vou. IIL—No. 9.—365. 
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BromipE oF Porasstum.—Professor See, in one of his last lec- 
tures at the School of Medicine, expatiated upon the medicinal 
properties of the bromide of potassium—a drug so much in vogue, 
and yet so little understood. He said it was often prescribed in a 
most reckless manner, and administered with substances not only 
chemically incompatible with it, but whose therapeutic action is 
diametrically opposed to it. For instance, it is frequently ordered 
with, or as a substitue for, the iodide of potassium, and vice versa, 
and there is a prescription in Bouchardat’s “Formulaire” which 
bears the name of a celebrated physician, containing these two salts 
in combination with the chloride of sodium and butter, which was 
to be eaten with bread as a substitute for cod-liver oil. The bro- 
mide of potassium acts specially as a sedative on the vascular and 
nervous systems, whereas the iodide is purely an alterative, opera- 
ting on the general processes of nutrition and elimination. The 
bromide of potassium is essentially a vascular remedy. It is prob- 
able that through the nerves it acts on the muscular coats of the 
vessels, causing permanent contraction of the latter and consequent 
anemia of the organs, a condition opposed to that produced by 
belladonna. It acts indirectly as a sedative on the heart, which it 
may stop, but only when given in enormous doses. As a soporific 
or narcotic, it is preferable to opium, particularly in children, as it 
does not produce neadache or the other inconveniences of the latter. 
Its double action, as vascular and as a nervous hyposthenisant, 
renders it a most invaluable agent in all cases of neurosis accom- 
panied with congestion of the nervous centers.— Medical Times and 
Gazette. 


ELEectro-CAUTERY FOR PILEs, ETc.—Our confrere, M. Lucas- 
Championniere, reports in his Practical Journal that M. Verneuil, 
at the Lariboisiere, has treated piles by running through them at 
several points the electric-cautery, at a dull red heat, which obliter- 
ates the vessels without setting up active inflammation beyond. 
Atrophy follows. Encouraged by the constant and rapid success 
of this method, M. Verneuil has also applied it to erectile tumors. 
Some very important successes resulted, and only one accident. An 
infant at the breast, with an enormous rapidly growing erectile 
tumor of the cheek, was subjected to this treatment, after other 
means had failed ;-but unfortunately erysipelas came on, and proved 
fatal. The method is to cauterise the tumor in as many points as 
the surface admits, wait the falling off of the scabs, and then cau- 
terise afresh wherever any vessels remain. Ordinary cautery may 
be used by mounted needles, but the electric instrument is far su- 
perior. It is heated instantaneously, and does not affect the sur- 
rounding tissues.—-Medical News. 
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On THE CHorce OF ANZSTHMETICS.—Our one reason for aban- 
doning chlorotorm, is its danger. If we could get rid of this, it 
would certainly stand without rival. My own experience of chlo- 
roform has been very considerable, and for a great variety of cases. 
I have had but a single death in my own practice, but I have been 
the witness of several in the practice of others. I have also had 
among my own patients several very alarming occurrences, in which 
it was with the greatest difficulty that death was prevented. In 
the case of a girl at Reigate, in whom apparent death occurred 
during excision of the knee, we had to perform artificial respiration 
for at least ten minutes before any signs of reanimation occurred. 
In another case at the London Hospital, in an amputation of the 
thigh, the period during which I thought the patient dead, ws 
almost as long. In both these instances, death-like pallor of face 
and absence of pulse (cardiac syncope) were the alarming symp- 
toms; and in both, artificial respiration, irritation of the surface, 
and the use of brandy enemeta, were the means resorted to. In 
addition to them, I have had many cases in which the pulse failed 
temporarily, and in which we had to begin artificial respiration in 
order to ward off the more dangerous condition. During the last 
four or five years, I think I have had fewer alarming cases of this 
kind than formerly; and I attribute this, in part, to the skill and 
care of those who have given chloroform to me, and in part to the 
fact that I have been very particular as to the administration of 
stimulants (brandy) before using the anesthetic. I have never, of 
late, used chloroform without knowing that my patient had fasted 
for some hours, and had taken a dose of brandy within the last 
half-hour. These seem to me the two principal points; but if you 
insist upon the one, (the fasting,) it is additionally important that 
you attend to the other. In a fasting and exhausted state of the 
system, we have the condition in which cardiac syncope is the most 
likely to occur.—Clinical Lecture by Jonathan Hutchinson, F. R. C., 
in British Med. Journal. 


Liquor Picts ALKALINUS.—The following formula was sug- 
gested by Dr. H. D. Bulkley, of New York, for preparing a lotion 
to be used in place of a French proprietary tar prepaaation of some 
repute: Take of tar, two drachms; caustic potassa, one drachm ; 
water, five fluid drachms; mix and dissolve, for external use. 
This lotion mixes easily with water, and only moderately discolors 
theskin. After it dries, there remains very little of the tarry sticki- 
ness. Dr. B. claims that the caustic alkali united to the tar is more 
valuable than the latter alone as an anti-pruritic, The solution 
has been used with advantage in eczema, in chronic as well as in 
more acute forms. He considers it the best form for the external 
use of tar.—Lance and Observer, ey. 





~ a 
ts aiiae auntie 


ere 


parent 




















548 Southern Medical Record. 


MoriAtE OF AmMontA.—Dr. W. J. Barkas, referring to Sir 
Thomas Watson’s recommendation of this drug in that variety of 
neuralgia effecting the teeth and alveola processes, says: The pre- 
scription I invariably give, is: Rs.—Ammon chlorid., gr. xx.; sp. 
chloroform, min. xv.; tinct. lavand. co., min. x.; aque, ad. 3). 
M. ter diesum. The chioric ether is added to render the mixture 
more palatable, and also on account of its action as a diffusable 
stimulant; for persons suffering from this complaint are often in 
need of such a fillip. From two to four doses of the above mix- 
ture are generally sufficient to effect a cure when all other treatment 
has totally failed. It is advisable that the remedy be not continued 
beyond six doses, not because there is any danger in its administra- 
tion, but because I have found that if recovery has not then taken 
place, the drug is of no further benefit. 

“When the pain is very acute, five minims of the liquor morphiz 
hydrochloratis B. P., added to each dose, is of great service in its 
relief. The cessation of pain here is not due to the morphia, for 
such a minute dose, given alone, would not have the slightest effect, 
but it appears to quicken the action of the chloride. 

“Upon observing the rapid recovery in the above class of cases, 
I determined to employ the chloride in the treatment of other 
varieties of neuralgia. The only varieties, however, that seemed 
to be much benefitted, were those in which there could be traced a 
history of rheumatism or gout, either hereditary or acquired. Of 
these forms of neuralgia, sciatica and lumbiago are the most fre- 
quent.” 


TREATMENT OF PsorrAsis.—Psoriasis is not in itself a serious 
disease says M. A. de Montméja, but it is obstinate, and those who 
have once been affected by it are very liable to relapses. It is often 
hereditary, manifesting itself only when the adult period is reached, 
after which it may be either intermittent or inveterate. In the 
present state of our therapeutical knowledge we must not imagine 
that we can effect a radical cure of psoriasis; we may clear the 
skin, or hasten the evolution of an attack, but it is impossible to 
prevent relapses. The treatment is divisible into local and general 
means. The general treacment consists in the administration of 
mild and frequently repeated aperients and of arsenical and sulphu- 
retted preparations, as well as of those containing cantharides. M. 
Hardy prefers small doses of the arseniate of soda to the other 
preparations of arsenic. M.de Montméja has obtained considerable 
success from the employment of two drops of tincture of canthari- 
des in a glass eau sucrée, the dose being increased up to thirty drops 
per diem. ' Its use, however, requires extreme care and vigilance. 
Copaiva is sometimes very useful when given internally. 
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NITRITE OF AMYL AS AN ANTISPASMODIC.—Leartus Connor, 
M.D., Professor of Physiology in the Detroit Medical College, 
(Detroit Review of Medicine, "Wedical Record), “extols this remedy 
in neuralgia of the heart, and mentions a case, accompanied by 
alternating attacks of asthma, in which prompt relief was afforded 
after the patient had inhaled from six to ten drops. In this history 
the subjoined points are of interest: Though no hereditary cause 
for angina could be traced, the life of the patient had been such as 
to most thoroughly exhaust the nervous system. There was no 
evidence of any heart-disease or ossification of the arteries. The 
attack came on after a course of intermittent fever, unchecked for 
two weeks. As it was accompanied by alternating attacks of asthma, 
gastralgia and intercostal neuralgia, this would point to the conclu- 
sion that these were all due to the same cause—some disease of the 
nerves supplying the heart, solar plexus and the lungs. The ad- 
vantages of this remedy over any other antispasmodic are its more 
rapid action, and its freedom from any unpleasant sequele. In his 
use of nitrite of amyl, he has never been able to obtain any other 
therapeutic effects than those following the relaxing of spasm. 

“Wm. F. Jenks, M.D., Philadelphia (Philadelphia Med. Times), 
narrates a case of puerperal eclampsia which was immediately and 
satisfactorily overcome by the inhalation of nitrite of amyl.”—The 
Medical Cosmos. 


A New Means or RE.LieEvinG ToorHacHe.—This remedy 
consists in the employment of injections introduced into the gum 
near the diseased tooth. Dr. Dop has tried these injections in 
about one hundred cases. In twenty cases he made use of morphia, 
which succeeded very well, but only for a time. Chloroform was 
far more successful, and is now ‘exclusively used by Dr. Dop. It 
was eminently successful in sixty-two cases out of eighty. The in- 
jection is made with the small syringe commonly used in France 
for subcutaneous injections. Only two drops are put in at a time. 
The needle is introduced gradually, and must remain in situ a few 
seconds. On withdrawing it, pressure must be exerted on the gun 
with the finger. In by far the greater number of cases, one injec- 
tion is quite enough to stop the toothache. In some instances a 
second injection is needed twenty-four after the first. During ab- 
sence of pain, the tooth may be plugged, or dressed with creosote, 
ete.—Revue Médicale de Toulouse. 


Wasi ror Faring Harr.—k. Tincture cantharides, 5 iiss. ; 
Jamaica rum (best), 5 ijss.; glycerin (best), 5j.; sesquicarbonate of 
ammonia, 5j.; oil origanum, gtt. xv.; oil rosemary, gtt. xv.; dis- 
tilled water, §ix. M. §. Moisten, and rub the scalp two or three 
times a day. 
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Nurse’s Sore-Moutu.—Prof. N.S. Davis (Chicago Md. Ex.) 
remarks: “Many years since, a careful study of the phenomena of 
the disease, led me to regard it as arising essentially from a defi- 
ficiency of phosphatic salts in the blood. The woman, in furnish- 
ing from the blood the material necessary for the nutrition and 
growth of herself and child, does not assimilate these salts fast 
enough to supply the demand. The indication for treatment is 
chiefly to supply this deficiency; and no tonics, merely as such, 
which do not contain these salts as prominent constitnents, will do 
any permanent good. If, as soon as the patient begins to feel the 
scalding and tender sensations in the edges of the tongue and mouth, 
she is required to take, regularly, a fluid drachm of the compound 
syrup of the hypophosphites at each meal-sime, and at bed-time, 
with plain, nutritious food, and a little fresh, out-of-door air, every 
day, it will generally arrest the progress of the disease effectually, 
and she will remain well so long as she continues the medicine from 
two to four times a day. But in many instances it will be found 
necessary to keep up the supply of medicine during the whole period 
of nursing. 

“Tn several instances under our care, the omission of the medi- 
cine for two weeks during any part of the time, would result in a 
renewal of the symptoms of trouble in the mouth and stomach; but 
with the renewal of the medicine the symptoms would disappear. 

“There are several other prescriptions which will answer a simi- 
lar purpose. One of the best, is the mixture of extract of malt, two 
parts, and compound syrup of hypophosphites, one part, given in 
doses of a small tablespoonful at each meal-time. If the disease is 
neglected, or treated with ordinary tonics, or stimulants, or both, 
until the mucous membrane of the mouth, fauces, stomach, etc., is 
already extensively ulcerated, and the blood of the patient extremely 
impoverished, no treatment may supercede the necessity for weaning 


the child. 


Frum Exrrcat oF AconiTe As A Locat APPLICATION.— 
For two years past I have made numerous experiments with aco- 
nite, topically applied. After requesting others to use it thus, I 
am enabled, from their experience and my own, to deduce the fol- 
lowing results: All cases of swelled face arising from dental and 
neuralgic pains yield readily to a solution of the fluid extract and 
water, equal parts.—Dr. E. J. Marsh, in Eclectic Medical Journal. 


TREATMENT OF PempHicus.—Mr. Hillairet (Le Mouvement 
Medienl, September 14, 1872), reasoning from the analogy between 
this disease and burns of the second degree, believes that a similar 
treatment—dressing with cotton-batting (owate) and lime-water lin- 
iment—will be found to answer well in both. 
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ELEcTRICcITY AS A MEANS OF ResuscrraTion.—Allan M’Lane 
Hamilton, M.D., New York (American Practitioner, October, 1872), 
in a paper on this subject, speaks of the following results arrived 
at from his own practice and experiments: 1. That it is useless to 
expect good results if five minutes have elapsed since life appears 
extinct. 2. That the current should be applied faithfully and 
steadily, one pole being placed on the ensiform cartilage, the other 
on the base of the skull or over the tracks of the great nerves of 
the neck. 3. That the faradic and interrupted galvanic currents 
are the best. 4. That the current should be applied some time after 
respiratory movements have become regular. 

In concluding, the author says: The necessity of having a battery 
within reach is apparent. Every practitioner should have a small 
one for emergencies. They should be kept at each life-saving sta- 
tion on the coast, ready charged, with directions for immediate use. 
If this were done, he doubts if the percentage of deaths would be 
so great as it now is. Artificial respiration by the production of 
muscular movements is a very valuable means of restoration; but 
a force that acts directly upon the nerves supplying the muscles of 
respiration, is by far tlie surest and the best. 


Tretranus.—M. Demarquay has communicated to the Medical 
Section of the Academy of Sciences two cases of traumatic tetanus 
successfully treated by intramuscular injections of morphine. He 
began by an injection, by means of the usual hypodermic syringe, 
into each masseter, and into the muscles of the neck on each side 
of the spinal column. The wound being painful, he also injected 
morphia into the muscies in its neighborhood. Immediate relief 
followed. When the contractions returned after a few hours, the 
injections were repeated, and whatever muscles suffered were thus 
treated. Thus, the muscles in the region of the back, the loins and 
the abdomen, were injected, as was also the sterno-clydo-mastoideus ; 
while the course of the diaphragmatic and pneumogastric nerves 
were respectively selected for the purpose of restraining spasm of 
the diaphragm, and the difficulty of deglutition from the contrac- 
tion of the cesophageal muscles. 


Prurico.—Dr. Rothmund, (London Med. Record) advises the 
internal administration of carbolic acid, which he says excels every 
other method of treatment for prurigo. He also advises the hypo- 
dermic injection of carbolic acid, which, he says, causes no irrita- 
tion in the parts. 

Painting the parts, after thoroughly drying them, with collodion, 
made elastic with castor oil, has proven successful in some obstinate 
cases. When the film comes off it should be reapplied, and all 
cracks in it repaired at once. 
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GLEET TREATED WITH MEDICATED Bovates.—G. Lorey gives 
the results of eighty cases of gonorrhea and gleet treated by this 
means. The cases of gleet, twenty in number, were all cured in a 
short time; the longest course included twenty-two bougies, one a 
day, and the shortest three bougies, the average being nine. The 
author observes that these cases, being treated in a hospital, doubt- 
less derived benefit from the regular life there; it is not uncommon 
for a gleet to be greatly exacerbated by a long walk, slight excess 
in drinking, or a single act of coition. The bougies used were seven 
and a quarter inches long—i. e., about the length of the urethra— 
and from one-eigth to one-sixteenth of an inch in diameter. The 
center was of gelatine, the outside of gum-arabic mixed with the 
medicine, three-fourths of a grain, each, of sulphate of zine and bel- 
ladonna. After being dipped in cold water, they are easily inserted. 
In the sixty cases of gonorrhcea, no such startling results followed. 
The bougies served as well as the ordinary injections to cut short 
the disease—no better. But for two of the incidents of gonorrheea, 
pain in making water and nocturnal erections, bougies medicated 
with opium (three-fourths grain), or opium and belladonna, (aa., 
three-fourths grain), acted admirably. Put in at night, they insure 
comfortable rest and easy micturition in the morning. It has been 
urged that, like permanent bougies, they might produce orchitis; 


but they are dissolved in the course of an hour and a half; and no 
orchitis occurred in any of the eighty cases observed by M. Lorey. 
Annales de Dermatolugie et de Syphilographie. 


DANGER OF PERFORMING OPERATIONS ON THE CERVIX 
Urer1.—Dr. Alphonse Leteinturier has published a valuable mon- 
ograph of the above subject, the conclusiens of which may be thus 
summed up: All operations, even the slightest, bearing on the neck 
of the uterus, may be the starting-point of grave accidents; in such 
cases we generally find a more or less old affection of the uterine 
annexes. The operation performed on the cervix seems to stir up 
a former inflammatory process which had subsided. This latter 
fact may be explained by the existence of one of the three following 
conditions: lymphangitis, extending from the cervix uteri; general 
congestion of the pelvic organs; congestion localized in some points 
of the genital system, and determined by reflex action proceeding 
from the cervix.—Lancet. 


Tron In Ruevmatism.—Dr. J. R. Reynolds recommends the 
perchloride of iron in rheumatism, in thirty to forty-drop doses 
every six hours. He says it relieves the joint affection in one to 
three days, and the fever subsides in about five days. It should 
be given early. 
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TREATMENT OF VALVULAR DisEASES OF THE HEART.—In one 
of his lectures, Cantani gives some hygienic directions to patients 
affected with heart disease. Physical and moral repose are indis- 
pensable to such patients; they may, indeed, enjoy moderate exer- 
cise, but without fatiguing themselves; moral emotions ought care- 
fully to be avoided, as well as muscular efforts. When the patient 
shall feel tired or have palpitation of the heart, he shall keep in 
bed for a longer or shorter time, which plan suffices sometimes to 
moderate the palpitations and strengthen the systole. The patient 
to live in a temperate country, and avoid equally cold and excess- 
ive heat, and give up tobacco smoking. 

The bowels should be kept open, since materials accumulated in 
the intestines may prevent the circulation of the blood in the vena- 
portal system. The food taken by such patients should be easily 
digested and rich in albumen, to sustain the nutrition of the body ; 
meat, eggs, and milk are useful, but very little bread, pastry, or 
flatulent vegetables should be used. 

Patients to eat often and little at a time, so as not to permit of 
great distention of the stomach, which may push up the diaphragm. 
A most moderate quantity of all substances which excite the circu- 
lation must be used, such as wine, hot food or drinks, tea, coffee, 
ete. 

Digitalis may be given to moderate the frequency of the pulse, 
united with wine, ammonia, or ether. 

In cases of anasarca, diuretics must be used, and the extremities 
enveloped in warm sheets. If the diuretics fail to make the oedema 
disappear, and if it be considerable, acupuncture may be made use 
of to evacutae the serosity. We should have recourse to this method, 
especially in cendema of the scrotum and prepuce. If this be fol- 
lowed by erysipelas, lead lotion may be applied on compresses. 
Doctor. 


REMEDY For INFLUENZA.—Dr. Allan McLane Hamilton, wri- 
ting under date of February 17th to the Medical Record, recom- 
mends the following treatment for this annoying affection. His 
directions are: Prepare the following mixture—I}. Carbolie acid, 
gtts. x.; tr. iodine, chloroform, aa. 5ij. Put a few drops of this 
mixture in a test-tube, and heat them over a spirit-lamp; when 
volatilization occurs, the mouth of the test-tube should be held 
beneath the nostrils. This operation is to be repeated every two 
or three hours. A violent fit of sneezing occurs at first, which is 
afterwards succeeded by a diminution of the symptoms. 


Sweet Tincture oF Ruvusars.—Kk. Rhubarb, bruised, liquor- 
ice, bruised, each 5ii.; aniseed, bruised, sugar, each 5i.; dilute 
alcohol, Oii. Macerate fourteen days, express and filter. 
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Sypuitic Skin Disease.—With regard to the employment of 
iodide of potassium in the treatment of syphilitic skin diseases, Dr. 
Anderson lays down the following rules: 

1. The longer the interval which has elapsed between the con- 
traction of the syphilitic taint and the development of the eruption, 
the more confidently may we substitute it for mercury. 

2. If the patient is cachectic, it is, as a rule, to be preferred to 
mercury, except in recent cases of syphilis, when the mercurial vapor 
bath, or some such treatment, is more likely to prove successful. 

3. The more extensive the tertiary eruption, the more certain it 
is to yield to iodide of potassium, although to this rule there are 
numerous exceptions. 

4, Ifthere is any tendency to syphilitic disease of the nostrils or 
neighboring parts, iodide of potassium should be withheld, or given 
with great caution; for if it produces coryza, it is very apt to aggra- 
vate the morbid condition of the parts. 

5. It should be given in full doses. Dr. Anderson’s experience 
has led him to conclude that ten grains is the proper dose in the 
majority of cases, and that occasionally as much as thirty or forty 
thrice daily may be requisite. It is generally advisable to prescribe 
it in combination with a bitter, and in cachectic subjects a little iron 
is a valuable addition, as in the following prescription: Ammonio- 
citrate of iron, three drachms; iodide of potassium, one ounce; 


syrup of ginger, six ounces; compound infusion of gentian, eight 
ounces; water to twenty-four ounces, A tablespoonful in a large 
wine-glass full of water thrice daily. ; 


Tonsriitis.—In the Leavenworth Medical Herald (April, 1873), 
Dr. 8. H. Roberts strongly recommends the use of turpentine ex- 
ternally in tonsilitis. He folds flannel to four thicknesses, wrings 
it out in hot water, and pours oil of turpentine over a spot the size 
of a silver dollar. The flannel is then applied over the sub-parotid 
region, and the fomentation continued as long as it can be borne. 
After removal, a dry flannel is applied, and the same region rubbed 
with turpentine every two hours. This application is continued 
daily till resolution occurs. The doctor believes, from the evidence 
of his long experience, that thus applied early in the disease, the 
oil of turpentine has almost a specific effect in tonsilitis, That its 
action is not simply that of an irritant, he has proved, by employ- 
ing mustard, croton oil, tincture of iodine, etc., in the same class of 
cases, They always failed to diminish the inflammation of tonsils, 
while the turpentine succeeded. 

Curonic RoEvMATISM.—I}. Compound syrup stillingia, 5 iii. ; 
vin. rad. colchicum, 5iss. M. §. Teaspoonful thrice daily, and 
alternate with carbonate of lithia. 
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Loco-motor ATAXIA.—Dr. W. Lambert (Canda Lancet, May, 
1873,) writing of a case of this disease under treatment, remarks : 
As soon as I recognized the disease, I gave potass-bromid. grs. xv., 
ter in die, and submitted the patient to the action of magneto-elec- 
tricity, once every twenty-four hours. I also gave two pills of 
aloes and iron, which produced too much relaxation, the effect con- 
tinuing two or three days. This, in fact, seemed to prostrate her 
to such an extent that she was obliged to take to her bed, and there 
remain for a time. Fortunately, just then I received the September 
number of the New York Medical Journal, and in it saw that Dr. 
Desjardin Baumetz had given phosphorus in this disease, with ex- 
cellent effects. I immediately ordered acid-phosphoric-dil., m. xv., 
ter in die, in simple syrup. The next day her menses came on, 
and in a short time she began to improve. In a few days I increased 
the dose to twenty-five and then to thirty minims. After ten or 
twelve days, I omitted the acid, and gave her the pyro-phosphate 
of iron for a week, and then returned to the acid. I continued the 
electricity every alternate day. In two weeks she was able to sit 
up, and had sufficient control over the muscles of her upper ex- 
tremities to be able to knit. In one month she could walk about 
the house tolerably well. Now (December, 1868) it is something 
over two months, she can take long walks, do housework almost as 
well as ever, and has become very fleshy. The electricity has been 
discontinued for about one month, and she is not at all regular 
with her medicine at the present time. How ever, I have the most 
sanguine hopes that she will perfectly recover. The improvement 
has been so great, that it is impossible to discern anything wrong 
with her, except a very slight irregularity in her walk. By the 
middle of January, 1869, she had perfectly recovered, and has re- 
mained so up to the present time (February 2, 1873). This was the 
first case on record, and the first time that phosphoric acid had 
been used for this malady. 


Corron-Woo. Dresstne.—M. Verneuil, of Lariboisi¢re, gen- 
erally makes use of the cotton-wool dressing whenever it may be 
conveniently applied, but for such regions as the face and neck, 
where the above plan is not applicable, he uses a simple dressing of 
gauze, covered with a piece of oil-silk, which from time to time 
(three or four times a day) is removed, whilst the following liquid 
(4 to 24 drachms) is thrown on the gauze by means of a pulverizer: 
Water, 1,000 grammes; alcohol, 200 grammes; carbolie acid, 2 to 
lg grammes.—Jour nal de Médecine et de Chirurg ‘gie Pratiques. 


GLYCEROLE OF IODINE is used for loss of voice. It is composed 
of a solution of sixteen grains of iodine in one ounce of inodorous 
glycerin, 
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TRACHEOTOMY BY THE GAVANO-CAavuTERY.—La France Med- 
tcale mentions the operation of tracheotomy as successfully per- 
formed by the galvano-cautery on a boy, et. 13, who had a little 
pebble in the trachea for upwards of a month. The operation was 
thus performed by M. Amussat: a strongly curved needle was in- 
troduced through the tracheal tissue, comprising part of the wind- 
pipe itself; this needle was furnished with a stout double thread of 

latinum. When the needle had been passed through, the two 
ends of the thread were joined by being seized in a forceps which 
was in connection with a galvanic pile, and the section was _per- 
formed by the heated wire without the loss of any blood. The 
trachea was thus opened, and directly the foreign body was forcibly 
expelled by an excess of coughing. Since this occasion the opera- 
tion has been performed frequently, viz., five times by M. Verneuil, 
once by Prof. Voltolini, once by M. E. Bourdou. The modus 
faciendi, however, of M. Verneuil is somewhat ditferent—he divides 
the operation into three stages, and proceeds from without, inwards. 
Ist. He divides the skin and soft parts; 2nd. The trachea; the 
3rd stage is the introduction of the canula, the precaution chiefly 
to be taken being that of not injuring the posterior wall of the 
trachea by too hastily or too deeply entering the tube itself with 
the galvano-cautery.— Doctor. 


Tuoracic ANEURISM.—Dr. McCall Anderson, in the Glasgow 
Medical Journal, February, 1873, mentions a case of thoracic aneur- 
ism, in which electrolysis was had recourse to as a last resort. A 
Stohrer’s battery was used, with only a single insulated needle con- 
nected with the positive pole. The point of insertion was pre- 
viously frozen by means of Richardson’s spray apparatus. A. zine 
plate, connected with the negative pole, was placed on the chest, 
about seven inches from the point of insertion of the needle, and 
separated from the walls of the chest by a sponge dipped in salt 
and water. This was repeated four times, and the result was the 
reduction of the tumor to one-fourth its former size. It became 
quite solid, and firmer than the surrounding structures, while the 
pulsation and systolic murmur became less distinct, the purring 
tremor entirely disappeared, and the patient was relieved of all pain 
and discomfort, and felt in perfect heaith. Dr. A. thought that, in 
carrying out the operation, the object should be to induce only a 
partial coagulation, in the hope that this might be followed by a 
slow deposition of fibrin in successive layers. Sudden coagulation 
would tend to produce inflammation and sloughing. 


Harr RestorativE.—Petroleum is said, by repeated applica- 
cations, to restore the hair. 
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THE NATURE AND TREATMENT OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
Forms or Eczema.—Professor Mapother, of Dublin, remarks in 
the Medical Press, of the 19th ult., that the following facts seem to 
prove that the gout poison is the cause of eczema: 

1. Many other reliable observers have obtained uric acid and 
urates from the exudation of eczema, and their increase in the urine 
in the chronic stage of each disease is undoubted. 

2. There is great increase of fibrin in the blood, and it exudes 
and spontaneously coagulates on the raw surface. 

3. Both diseases are characterized by great tendency to oedema 
and desquamation; which latter, of course, is universal in eczema, 
and occurs in three-fourths of the cases of gout when localized. 

4, Gout can be shown to be hereditary in about three-fifths of 
the cases, and such predisposition can be shown in about an equal 
proportion of cases of general eczema. The greater proneness of 
the male sex is observable in both diseases. 

5. Every one must have remarked the frequent concurrence of 
symptoms of gout or of rheumatic gout and eczema. The Chelsea 
pensioners and the poorer agricultural people of this country ex- 
hibit this-concurrence on the lagest scale. I have seen very few 
eases of general eczema which had not been preceded or accompa- 
nied by what is so well known as acid or gouty dyspepsia. 

6. It is an aphorism of Hippocrates that gouty attacks are most 
frequent in spring and autumn, and the same may be undoubtedly 
said of eczema. 

7. The parts most distant from the circulatory force of the heart 
and least vascular—for example, the extremeties and ears—are the 
most frequent seats of each disease, as the urates are most easily 
deposited. 

8. And lastly, the treatment proven to be useful in gout is usually 
successful in eczema. 

Dr. Mapother adds: 

Lithia 1 have found of greatest use, as would be anticipated from 
its extraordinary powers of combining, and dissolving with urate 
of soda and uric acid. It never fails to act as a diuretic, and the 
derivative influence from the skin to the more extensive surface of 
the kidney can be easily understood. 


MFasLEs.—Carbonate of ammonia is given in doses of two to 
ten grains in simple solution every three or four hours, and it is 
claimed that the usual sequele do not appear. It should be given 
alone. Acid drinks or fruits neutralize its effects. 


OIL OF CLOVES is very effectual in protecting animals against 
flies and musquitoes. A few drops rubbed on the skin are suflicient 
for a whole day. 








cE OR Poe alat Ne 














558 Southern Medical Record. 


A Remepy ror Coips.—Dr. Dobell, in his work on Winter 
Cough, declares that colds can be stopped without lying in bed, 
staying at home, or in any way interfering with business—provided 
the treatment be begun directly the first signs of catarrh show 
themselves in the nose, eyes, throat, or chest. When the cold has 
become established, it will not answer. The treatment is as follows: 

1. Give five grains of sesquicarbonate of ammonia and five min- 
ims of liquor morphia in an ounce of almond emulsion every three 
hours. 

2. At night give an ounce and a half of liquor ammonia acetatis 
in a tumbler of cold water, after the patient has got into bed and 
been covered up with several extra blankets; cold water to be 
drunk freely during the night should the patient be thirsty. 

3. In the morning the extra blankets should be removed so as 
to allow the skin to cool down before getting up. 

4, Let him get up as usual and take his usual diet, but continue 
the ammonia and morphia mixture every four hours. 

5. At bedtime the second night give a colocynth pill. No more 
than twelve doses of the mixture from first to last need be taken, 
as arule; but should the catarrh seem disposed to come back after 
leaving off the medicine for a day, another six doses may be taken 
and another pill. During the treatment the patient should live a 
little better than usual, and on leaving it off should take an extra 


glass of wine for a day or two. 


GALVANISM OF THE SYMPATHETIC IN GRAVE’s (BASEDOW’s) 
DisEAsE.—Dr. M. Meyer (Berliner Klinische Wochenschrift) records 
four eases of Graves’s disease in females, where brilliant results 
were obtained by galvanizing the cervical sympathetic for a consid- 
erable time (during 20, 72, 60 and 84 sittings respectively in the 
four cases). A weak current was passed through the two sympa- 
theties; then the one pole was applied to the submaxillary region, 
and the other to the shut eye, or to the goitre on the corresponding 
side; and the current passed for from two to three minutes. The 
effect of this treatment upon the dispersion of the exophthalmos 
and goitre is described as excellent—often after but a few sittings. 
The influence was also great upon the general health and upon the 
menstrual derangements, but less upon the palpitation. 

It is remarkable that in all four cases the right side was especially 
affected, and that in one case there was no goitre. 


Morrir’s Harr Dyr.—Infuse black tea, two ounces, in one 
gallon of boiling water; strain, and add three ounces of glycerin, 
half an ounce of tincture of cantharides, and one quart of bay-rum. 
Digest this mixture for a couple of days, and perfume with essence 
of rose or bergamot, 


' 
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TREATMENT OF VARICOSE Utcers.—Dr. C. C. F. Gay, Buf- 
falo Medical and Surgical Journal, May, 73, writes: My own 
method is that recommended by Gross. Like this distinguished 
surgeon, I am able to say that all my cases have been successful, 
but must add, that two of them were not altogether devoid of dan- 
ger. Unless the patient be cautioned against such contingency, 
there may arise a venous hemorrhage that might prove disastrous. 
It is well, therefore, always to instruct patients how to apply the 
finger or make compression over the orifice, in order to arrest bleed- 
ing, in case of such accident. 

I use the potassa. cum calce, rubbed up with alcohol, and apply 
ib over the veins through an opening the size of a small pea made 
in adhesive plaster, taking care not to get the eschars in too close 
proximity, since danger might arise from two or three eschars run- 
ning into each other as their surfaces enlarged, thus obtaining so 
large an eschar that it would be as difficult to close as the original 
ulcer. I usually place the eschars three or four inches apart, cer- 
tainly no nearer together than this—sometimes much further apart. 

I think it unsafe to use more than five or six eschars lest erysip- 
elas might. supervene, and this number may be used simultaneously 
upon both legs. In twenty minutes the potash is washed off with 
vinegar, and the slippery-elm poultice applied over the whole leg, 
including eschars and ulcers. In from three to four weeks I have 
invariably found that the ulcers have kept pace with the eschars in 
the reparative process, and that both have closed; and in nota 
single instance yet have I seen any return of the ulcerative process. 


ARSENIC IN HypropHopia.—In a late number of the Corre- 
spondenz Blatt Dr. Guisan gives a number of cases showing the 
value of arsenic as a prophylactic in hydrophobia, and even as a 
remedy also after the symptoms are marked. He relates that a 
rabid dog, between the 7th and 9th of June, bit thirteen persons in 
various towns of the canton of Freiburg. All were recommended 
to be treated with one-twentieth of a grain of arsenic morning and 
evening, as a prophylactic measure. Eight submitted to this pro- 
phylactic measure, and none were affected. Four declined, or were 
not allowed to take the arsenic. Of those four, two remained un- 
affected, and two died. One began the arsenic treatment, but 
speedily left it off; she was attacked, but at a much later period, 
and died. Dr. Guisan recommends not only the internal employ- 
ment of the arsenic, but that the wound should be dressed with it. 


GELSEMINUM AS AN ANTIPERIODIC.—Dr. William W. Murray, 
of Baltimore, in a recent article, (Medical and Surgical Reporter), 
reports five cases of malarial fever, three of intermittent, and two 
of remittent, which were rapidly and effectually cured by the use 
of gelseminum, a 
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VARIOLA AND TypHus Fever.—In the Berliner Klinische 
Wochenschrift, Dr. Th. Simon states that an individual laboring 
under a recent slight attack of small-pox, was admitted as a patient 
into the Hamburg Hospital. Shortly after his reception there were 
developed in him the premonitory symptoms—intumescence of 
spleen, disturbance of sensorium, and the peculiar aspect of the 
stools—of fever, evidently of the typhus type. During the vesica- 
tion of the pustules, there made its appearance a very copious 
eruption of roseola. The case terminated favorably. 

Dr. Simon took opportunity to state that he had, during the pre- 
valence of the variolous epidemic in Hamburg, frequently witnessed 
the early and wide-spread prevalence, among typhus patients, of a 
roseolar eruption, most probably the result of an influence exercised 
by the presence of the variolous epidemic. 


InFusion oF Wi_p CHERRY.—Powdered wild cherry bark, 
No. 60, one-half troy ounce; glycerin, two fluid ounces; water 
(temperature 86°), water (cold), each sufficient quantity. Moisten 
the bark with six fluid drachms of water at temperature 86°. Al- 
low the mixture to stand for two hours in an air-tight vessel at 
about the same temperature; then pack it firmly in a glass perco- 
lator, mix the glycerin with ten fluid ounces of water at the tem- 
perature of 86°, and gradually pour the mixture upon the bark; 
and when it has all passed from the surface, continue the percola- 
tion with water until one pint of infusion is obtained. 


Cop-Liver O1L JELLY.—At a meeting of the Medical Society 
of Stockholm, Sweden, this article was exhibited, as prepared by 
E. Queru, of New York city, and the following was stated to be 
its composition: Cod-liver oil, eighty-five parts; isinglass, three 
parts; sugar, eight parts; water, four parts. As there exhibited, 
it was a semi-transparent jelly, of a yellowish-green color, having 
a strong odor, but less strong taste of the oil. The advantages 
claimed for it are, easy administration and complete assimilation, 
and its retention by the weakest stomach.— Pharmacist. 


CHURCHILL’s SYRUP OF THE HypopHospHItTEs.—R. Hypo- 
phosphite of lime, §iss.; hypophosphite of soda, 5ss.; hypophos- 
phite of potassa, 5ss.; hot water, 5xx.; sugar, 5 xXx.; orange 
flower water, 5i. Mix. This may be used in all cases where the 
hypophosphites are indicated except, perhaps, in phthisis. In this 
disease the hypophosphite of potassa is injurious, and should be 
omitted from the formula (or the hypophosphite of soda increased 
3ss.) when used for the purpose. The formula is a valuable one 
for many conditions. 
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CarpoLic Acip IN Broncuitis.—Dr. J. A. Liddell writes to 
the New York Medical Record as follows: 

“Tn a bad case of chronic bronchitis—a case in which there was 
strongly-marked bronchiectasis on both sides, harassing cough both 
day and night, profuse muco-purulent secretion that oftentimes was 
very offensive in smell, and emaciation with other very general 
signs of bronchial phthisis—the writer has recently administered 
carbolic acid by inhalation, and made the patient comfortable by 
so doing, when every other palliative had failed. 

“At first it was given in the vapor of hot or warm water; but 
after a short trial these inhalations were discontinued, because they 
made the patient perspire too much. Then it was administered in 
the form of spray with Codman and Shurtleff’s atomizing appara- 
tus No. 5, and the result was gratifying in every respect. The 
preparation which was used mostly consisted of the crystalized acid 
dissolved in water in the ratio of one grain of the former to one 
ounce of the latter; that is, one part of the acid to 480 parts of 
water. Trials were also made with a solution as weak as one part 
to 600, on the one hand, and as strong as one part 300, on the 
other; but those having a strength of one part to 450 or 480 an- 
swered best. The patient was made to breathe or inhale the spray 
with deep inspirations, from five to ten minutes at a sitting, unless 
a feeling of drowsiness were sooner produced, once a day usually; 
twice a day, however, when the expectoration was very profuse or 
offensive in smell. 


VERATRUM VIRIDE IN ACUTE RHEUMATISM.—Heuser (Allg. 
Med. Centralzeit, Jan. 1873) considers veratrum viride to be superi- 
or to any other remedy in acute rheumatism. He uses a mixture 
of 1 part of the tincture with 4 of rectified spirit and 5 of water. 
Three to five drops of this mixture are given every two hours, and 
the joints kept warmly rolled up. The author has also observed 
the best effects result from its use in pleurisy, and considers that it 
will supersede digitalis in pneumonia and bronchitis. He warns 
against the use of large doses, which impair the remedial action of 
the drug. Five drops of the tincture reduced the pulse rate to one- 
half, and produced vomiting, weakness, cold sweats, a feeling of 
tearing and numbness in the extremities, and musce volitantes.— 


London Med. Record, March 19, 1873. 


Drarrua@a MixturE.—The following is said to be “infallible” : 
R. Terre japonice, 5 viij.; radicis rhei, 5 ijss.; gummi opii, 5 iss. ; 
spt. camphore, Oiss.; spt. anise, Oiss.; spt. vini rect., O ijss. ; 
aque, Oijss. Mix and filter, S. A teaspoonful (for adult) in 
sweetened water. 

Vou. III.—No. 9.—386, 
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THE TEMPERATURE IN DrputHeErtA (by Dr. G. Faralli: Le 
Mowvement Medical, April 26, 1873; from L’ Imparziale, March 1, 
1873).—The author studied an epidemic of diphthe:‘2 with a view 
of noting the state of the temperature—a subject which has given 
rise to much discussion. His observations are as follows: 

1. At the onset, chills, vomiting, convulsions, delirium, and in 
a few hours the thermometer rises to 40° (C). From this moment 
the temperature gradually falls until the third or fourth day, when 
the patient becomes apyretic (beningnant form). 

2. In other cases the temperature rises again on the fourth day, 
but never to the degree reached at the onset of the disease. This 
is due to the formation of new diphtheritic patches on the side pre- 
viously unaffected, or to the engorgement of glands. 

3. This secondary infection is particularly evident in the typhoid 
form, the column of mercury continuing to ascend until the mo- 
ment of the patient’s death. 

These characters are subject to variations from complicrtions ; as, 
for example, in cases where stenosis of the larynx causes death, the 
temperature may remain normal. 


LocaL EMPLOYMENT OF CHLORATE OF PoTAsH IN CANCER- 
ous Sores.—In the Berl. Klin. Wockenschrift, No. 6, 1873, Dr. 
Burow, of K6nigsberg, advocates the local employment of chlorate 
of potash in the treatment of cancerous sores. His proceeding con- 
sists in sprinkling the sore with chlorate of potash in powder or 
crystals, and covering the whole with a wet compress. As the crys- 
tals of chlorate of potash exert a more powerful action than the 
powder, and excite greater pain, Dr. Burow uses the powder first, 
and replaces it by the crystals when sensibility has been abated. 
One of the cases was a cancerous sore of the left arm, which healed 
completely after eight weeks’ treatment. Three other cases were 
cancerous sores of the breast ; one was lost sight of, the other two 
are under treatinent, and healing well. The fifth case recorded was 
connected with a cancer which originated in the periosteum of the 
upper jaw and left cheekbone, and then became ulcerated ; in this 
case healing was complete in three months.—The Lancet, April 12, 
1873. 


Lime Juice AND GLYcERIN.—R. Lime or lemon juice, half a 
pint. Heat in a porcelain mortar to near the boiling point, and 
gradually add: Rose water, elder-flower water, rectified spirits, 
each Fii. Agitate the whole together. After twenty-four hours’ 
repose, decant or filter through calico or muslin; then add: Glyce- 
rin (pure), 5 iiss.; oil of lemon, 5ss. Again agitate them together 
for some time, and, by careful manipulation, a milky liquid results, 
but it should be quite free from coarse floating sediment. 





Southern Medical Record. 563 


CHLOROFORMIZATION DURING SLEEP.—Dr. W. M. Whitmarsh 
states, (Lancet), “ having occasion to perform circumcision on a 
very nervous child, aged six years, and the evening being selected 
by the parents for the operation, I found on my arrival the little 
patient fast asleep. Not wishing to lose so good an opportunity, I, 
with my friend Mr. Gandy, thought it advisable to administer chlo- 
roform at once. ‘This was done by pouring ten drops on a piece of 
lint, and repeating it until one drachm had been given, when the 
patient was thoroughly under its influence. The operation was 
then performed, and the patient dressed, not waking till half an 
hour after. The pulse did not appear to differ from that ordinarily 
observed during the administration of chloroform. It would be 
interesting to know if this mode of giving chloroform has been 
noticed by the profession, and whether in nervous patients and 
young children it would not be preferable to the shock to the sys- 
tem occasioned by fright and fear of suffocation.” 


LocaL TREATMENT OF SKIN AND SypHILitTic Diseases.—In 
an article published by Dr. Gamberini in the Giornale Italiano delle 
Malat. Ven., the author gives a list of the various cases treated in 
the special department of the Hospital Sant Orsola of Bologna, and 
makes the following remarks as regards the local treatment of the 
skin manifestations: “ In soft ulcers, iodoform combined with gly- 
cerine was eminently successful (two drachms and a half of iodoform 
to one ounce of glycerine). Carbolic acid and tincture of iodine 
were also highly beneficial. Depilation and parasiticidal lotion 
formed the treatment of the various kinds of favi.” The non-syph- 
ilitic skin manifestations were attacked according to their funda- 
mental cause: the arthritic by alkalies; the herpetic by arsenical 
preparations ; the scrofulous by anti-scrofulous remedies ; with the 
result of showing the excellence of Dr. Bazin’s doctrines.—The 
Lancet, April 12, 1878. 


Poisonous INHALATIONS FOR CaTARRH.—Dr. Channing, in 
the Boston Journal of Chemistry, calls attention to the danger of 
employing carbolic acid and ammonia in combination in the treat- 
ment of catarrh. The agents used separately (by inhalation) are 
frequently effectual in cutting short an incipient cold. The mixed 
solutions, however, produce decided narcotic symptoms, which 
the Doctor explains on the hypothesis that aniline is formed by 
a reaction familiar to the chemist. A formula for an inhalation 
consisting of carbolic acid, ammonia, alcohol and water, originating 
in Berlin, has been quite extensively circulated in the medical jour- 
nals, Dr. Channing has found carbolic acid alone so effectual that 
he thinks it hardly worth the while to risk the serious consequences 
which might follow from the addition of ammonia. 
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TREATMENT OF WuHoopPING-coucH.—Dr. Berry, of Lancaster, 
in a letter addressed to the Medical Times and Gazette, observes that, 
in regard to all or most of the remedies employed in the treatment 
of whooping-cough, the words of Dr. Bateman can be endorsed by 
practitioners who have had only a moderate experience of this dis- 
ease. He says: “Perhaps there is no disease for which so many 
specifics and infallible nostrums are promulgated with confidence, 
or so few actual remedies known.” 

Dr. Berry does not pretend to introduce any new remedy for this 
distressing affection, but desires to speak of one which is simple, 
safe, and, he thinks, apparently valuable in the treatment of un- 
complicated whooping-cough. He has found dilute nitric acid, in 
doses of from five to fifteen minims, according to age, with simple 
syrup, given every three or four hours, to alleviate the cough and 
spasm, and apparently cut short the disease. During a recent epi- 
demic he prescribed this frequently, and has every reason to be 
satisfied with it. Whether the result has been propter hoc or not, 
he is not prepared to answer, but the cures have certainly been post 
hoc, in the cases in which he employed it ; neither does he offer any 
suggestion as to the modus operandi of the remedy, but he believes 
its action to be that of a tonic, sedative, and antiseptic. He thinks, 
however, its refrigerating properties should not be lost sight of. 

In all the cases Dr. Berry has treated with dilute nitric acid, he 
has paid attention to the state of the digestive organs, and, in such 
cases as have required it, he has given an aperient combined with 
an alterative. There is one advantage in the use of a remedy like 
this for children: unlike hydrocyanic acid, it is safe, and no un- 
pleasant results need be dreaded from its administration. At the 
same time it is inexpensive; a consideration in cases in which a 
large quantity of medicine is likely to be required.—Medical and 
Surgical Reporter. 


MoDE OF ADMINISTERING CREOSOTE.—AsS creosote is now fre- 
quently employed in the treatment of typhoid fever, and is exceed- 
ingly distasteful to some patients, it may be worth while to mention 
here a formula which in a great measure covers its flavor, and is 
easily prepared. Creosote, three drops; essence of lemon, two 
drops; orange-flower water, one ounce; spring water, three ounces. 
A spoonful to be taken at frequent intervals throughout the day. 
Canada Medical Journal. 


ExoPpHTHALMIC GoITRE.—J. Forsyth Meigs, M.D., Physician 
to the Pennsylvania Hospital (Philadelphia Medical Times), in his 
clinical lecture “On a Case of Exophthalmic Goitre,” says that, in 
his later cases, he has used digitalis with benefit. Digitaline gran- 
ules, gr. 1-60, three times a day, sometimes arswer perfectly. 
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Post-PARTUM HEMOoRRHAGE.—Dr. F. B. Walton (Nashville 
Medical Journal) writes: “To guard against this untoward result, 
I have been in the habit, for more than twenty years, of resorting 
to the following simple device, viz.: So soon as the placenta is re- 
moved and the womb fully contracted, I cause the patient to place 
her hand upon the uterine globe, and examine its size, density, etc. 
I then explain to her, in simple language, the cause and nature of 
flooding—in a word, that it results from relaxation, and consequent 
enlargement and softening of the organ. I further direct her to 
keep her hand upon the uterine globe, or at least to make frequent 
examinations; and in case she commences flooding, or the womb 
becomes soft and enlarged, to press and rub it until the flooding 
ceases, or it contracts to its proper size and density; and, if needs 
be, cause a stream of cold water to be poured from a height upon 
the naked abdomen. I thus make her a sentinel over her own life, 
and I have uniformly found her a reliable one—so much so, that, 
since resorting to this expedient, I have but once been recalled to 
my recently-delivered patient on account of flooding, and that was 
a case of internal hemorrhage detected by the patient herself, before 
any serious consequences resulted. 


Frerin as A Dreretic.—Dr. Goodman, writing to the British 
Medical Journal, says that artificial fibrin is an admirable dietetic 
substance, being unparalleled for lightness and digestibility, and a 
great delicacy besides. It is obtained by exposing albuminous ma- 
terial to the action of cold water for a time, the hen’s egg, from its 
great abundance, being the most suitable source of the albumen. 
When the contents of an egg are immersed in cold water twelve 
hours or thereabouts, they undergo a chemico-molecular change, 
becoming solid and insoluble; a change indicated by the opaque 
and snowy whiteness of the white. The action of heat to the boil- 
ing point is now brought into the process, and the fibrin is then 
ready for use. In cases of deficient nutrition and rejection of food, 
Dr. Goodman says this artificial fibrin is of the greatest service, as 
the weakest stomach is able to retain it, and its use appears to pro- 
mote the appetite for food. 


SuBACUTE PLEURISY.—Tonics are regarded as an essential ele- 
ment in the treatment of this affection, (quinine and iron chiefly), 
and their administration is made the leading feature. The utility 
of tapping is looked upon as questionable; at all events, it is not 
to be resorted to early. Diuretics are administered only for the 
purpose of maintaining the quantity of urine at its normal standard. 
When a diuretic is required, infusion digitalis is the one commonly 
employed. Some of the potassa salts are combined with it, if not 
sufficiently active when administered alone, 
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LocAL USE OF CHLORATE.OF PoTassa IN OPEN CARCINOMA. 
This remedy has been used by Dr. Burow, Sen., in five cases of 
cancerous ulcerations, one twenty-two centimeters in circumference, 
on the upper arm, three on the mamma, one originating from the 
periosteum of the upper maxilla and os zygomaticum, which, with 
the exception of two, had terminated in ulceration without previous 
operations. It is applied once daily, finely pulverized, over the 
entire surface of the ulcer. The results of his observations are 
that the energetic use of chlorate of potassa on these ulcerating 
cancers produces always diminution and shrinking of the exuberant 
granulations, resorption of the surrounding infiltrations, lessening 
of the secretions and the irritability. He does not consider the 
value of the remedy established beyond a doubt by his yet limited 
observations, but calls the attention of the profession to his success, 
in order to insure further investigation. 

In a later number of the same journal, Dr. Dorger, of Ham- 
burg, states that French physicians have used the chlorate of po- 
tassa ten years ago, according to their statements, with the same 
effect upon carcinoma as Dr. Burow. The Union Medical, 1863, 
No. 154, contains the results of the observations of Bergeron, 
Milon and Blondeau, on the treatment of carcinoma by chlorate of 
potassa. They used very strong solutions of this salt locally, and 
obtained cures within a few months. Debont’s, Lebbane’s, Cook’s, 
Charcot’s, Delpeche’s and Wishon’s observations coincide fully with 
those of Dr. Burow. The conformity of these therapeutical results 
of so many makes further trials in the interest of the sufferers with 
this dreadful malady highly desirable. 


TREATMENT OF INFANTILE CHOLERA.—Dr. Peltier recommends 
in the above disease a double plan of treatment, consisting simul- 
taneously of tonics and absorbents. He uses the subnitrate of bis- 
muth internally (seven grains to half a drachm in a mixture) and 
in enemata, beaten up with the yolk of an egg. At the same time 
he occasionally employs enemata with starch or krameria. The 
tonics consist of the juice of beef, raw meat (one ounce to an ounce 
and a half twice daily), and syrup of pepsin (half an ounce to an 
ounce daily, in teaspoonfuls). He also advocates the simultaneous 
use of collodion paintings over the abdomen.—Mouwvement Médi- 
cale, Dec. 7, 1872. 


PHospHorvs Pitis.—Dissolve one grain of phosphorus in half 
a drachm of chloroform; triturate the solution in a mortar with 
two scruples of powdered liquorice root, until all the chloroform 
has evaporated; to this add a drachm of powdered soap, and work 
the whole into a mass with water and divide into twenty-four pills, 
These pills will keep, are easily made, and evolve uo fumes. 
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CarBoLic ActD IN CEREBRO-SPINAL MEntNa@ItTIs.—Dr. C. H. 
Ladd (Charl oo Medical Journal and Review) gives the following 
“ experience” : 

“The putinicns facts of these six cases may be thus briefly sum- 
marized : 

“1st. Of four cases of cerebro-spinal meningitis, two above men- 
tioned and two reported by Dr. Madden, in which the usual reme- 
dies were tried, two died within eight days, one made a slow recov- 
ery, and one was rapidly growing worse when carbolic acid was 
substituted for other treatment. 

“2d. Of three cases treated with carbolic acid, two from the com- 
mencement and one after the usual remedies had proved unaviling, 
the recoveries were rapid and uninterrupted in each. 

“The obvious conclusion is: first, that the usual remedies, as the 
experience of physicians teaches, seem to have little or no influence 
in arresting the disease; second, that three of the six cases above 
mentioned were of a much milder nature than the others ; or, third, 
that carbolic acid, blisters and saline cathartics do, in combination, 
if not singly, exercise a measurably controlling influence. 

“T am disposed to attach much importance to the carbolic acid— 
to attribute to it a larger influence than to the blisters or cathar- 
tics—because, first, in each of the cases in which it was used, blist- 
ers were not applied until the third or fourth day, until, in fact, the 
acuteness of the attack had terminated; and, second, in one, (the 
first case treated with carbolic acid), the disease was on the increase, 
although vesication from a blister had existed for two days, amelio- 
ration of the symptoms following only, and almost immediately, 
upon the use of the carbolic acid. 

“ Blisters and cathartics (1 have given the preference so far to 
sulph, magnesia) have appeared to me to have about equal value in 
relieving headache and inducing quietude of the nervous symptoms, 
and will, therefore, should other cases fall under my care, try simply 
the carbolic acid in } to 1 grain doses, and sulph. magnesia in mildly 
cathartic doses to relieve constipation. 

A word as to the diet in the disease, and a suggestion as to its 
pathology: { ordered as much liquid, nutritious food as the enfee- 
bled condition of the digestive apparatus would allow. 


DistnFecrant.—Dr. Muscroft, of Cincinnati, Ohio, (Clinic), re- 


commends a disinfecting lotion composed of one ounce and a half 


of the bicarbonate of soda and one ounce of powdered alum, dis- 
solved in water. He uses this mixture for every kind of sloughing 
sores. 


Burns.—The following lotion is used at Charity Hospital, New 
York: 4}. Sulphate of zinc, - xv.; co. spts. lavender, 5i.; 
aqua, one pint. M. 


Se RINNE IIS Le 


es a 


— 


a 


>is 











568 Southern Medical Record. 


TINcTURE OF IopINE.—At the last session of the Academy of 
Medicine in Paris for the year 1872, Olivade reported several cases 
of elephantiasis Arabum which he had treated successfully with 
large doses of the tincture of iodine. He employed it internally 
and externally. Commencing at first with a few drops, he gradu- 
ally increased the dose to a drachm, and the success was propor- 
tioned to the amount given. The tincture was applied externally 
on long strips of linen. In every case, marked improvement showed 
itself by a diminution in the size of the affected part, and by the 
altered character of the skin. After the lapse of three months, 
during which moderate compression was kept up, the disease had 
nearly entirely disappeared. 





How To REMOvE ADHESIVE PLAstER.—Every surgeon, doubt- 
less, is familiar with the appearance of a part which has been en- 
veloped in adhesive plaster, after the straps have been removed. 
The appearance is not one in very good keeping with a cleanly and 
neat surgical dressing. The portion of the plaster which is left 
adhering to the skin may be quickly and completely removed by 
the use of oil of turpentine and sweet oil. Use a little more than 
half turpentine. This compound, carefully rubbed over the parts 
with a bit of cloth or sponge, and then washed off with warm soap- 
suds, will leave the surface as clean as Nature ever intended.— New 
York Medical Record. 


Erricacy OF Ice In GAstRALGIA.—Dr. Joulin proposes a new 
method of treating gastralgia as follows: 1. A cataplasm of ice 
morning and evening, ten minutes each time, over the epigastrium. 
2. A sinapism immediately after removal of the ice and upon the 
same surface. The sinapism to be kept on as long as possible. 3. 
Crushed ice in tablespoonful doses morning and evening, every al- 
ternate five minutes for an hour. The crushed ice may be substi- 
tuted by a water ice flavored to taste. 4. Mustard baths three 
times ¢ week. 

The author claims remarkable results by treatment in this way. 
France Medicale, June 7, 1873. 


Liquor Picts ALKALINUS.—Dr. L. D. Buckley, of New York, 
gives the following formula for this preparation, which was origi- 
nally devised by his father: Rj Liquid pitch 5ij; caustic potash 
5j; water f5v. Mix and dissolve for external use. This mixes 
with water in all proportions, and ouly moderately discolors the 
skin. It dries rapidly and leaves very little stickiness. He has 
used it in all degrees of strength, and regards it as the best prepar- 
ation of tar.—Archieves of Sci. and Pract. Med., Feb. 1873. 
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GetsemiuM.—Dr. E. A. Anderson, Wilmington, North Caro- 
lina, esteems this highly valuable in intermittent and other fevers. 
He begins the treatment of these fevers with twenty-five to thirty 
drops of the tincture for a grown person, repeated every hour for 
the first six hours, until one hundred and fifty to one hundred and 
eighty drops are taken in the day. A child of fifteen years would 
take about ten drops every hour for six hours; a child of four years 
about five drops, and an infant one to two drops. 


HorEHOUND IN CouGHs oF CHILDREN.—Horehound, the herb 
of Marrubrium Vulgare, is an old remedy, and it is doubtful if we 
have any other that surpasses it as a remedy for the winter and 
spring coughs children are so much subject to. It has a decided 
soothing influence on the laryngeal and pneumogastric nerves. A 
strong decoction of the herb, sweetened with honey, makes an ex- 
cellent cough remedy which children seldom refuse, and it cures 
their coughs without much delay.— Medical Archives. 


DIGITALIS IN THE Dropsies AND NEPHRITIC DISEASES OF 
CHILDREN.—Dr. Cooper, of Indianapolis, claims for digitalis a 
specific action for curing the dropsies and other nephritic complica- 
tions, arising as a sequel from scarlatina. He gives severai cases 
where ascites, anasarca, albuminuria and emaciation rapidly disap- 
peared immediately after the patient was put on small doses of 
tinct. of digitalis; without any other treatment the cases recovered 
perfectly.—St. Louis Medical Archives. 


Fru to Restore Purrip Tissues.—Dr. B. W. Richardson 
gives the following formula for a restorative fluid, which he says 
will render soft, putrid tissues firm and inoffensive, so that they 
may be readily dissected: FR. Iodine, 5i.; methylated ether, sp. 
gr. .720, f5x.; absolute alcohol, f5x.; strong sulphuric acid, 
f35iv. Dissolve the iodine in the ether and the alcohol mixed to- 
gether, then slowly drop in the sulphuric acid.— New Remedies. 


PRESERVATIVE FoR MiLK.—According to A. Hirschberg (New 
Remedies), the addition of fifteen grains of boracic acid to two 
pounds (equaling a quart) of milk will keep it sweet in hot weather 
for five days. The usefulness of the milk is said not to be impaired, 
but the cream rises more slowly than normal. 


LinimentuM AmMonr® Joprp1.—B. Iodine, fifteen grains ; 
alcohol, eight ounces; camphor, two drachms; oil lavender, oil 
rosemary, each, one drachm; water ammonia, one ounce; mix. 
This is used largely by many physicians, and is one of the cleanest 
and most beneficial stimulating liniments. 
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CampHor Powper 1n Hosprrat GANGRENE—M. Netter states 
that he was called in consultation to a case of trauma, in which the 
patient was attacked with this grave complieation, and in which 
the surgeon in attendance feared the result, notwithstanding the 
employment of the ordinary means of perchloride of iron, carbolic 
acid, &c. The appearance of the wound called to mind the phage- 
deenic syphilitic ulcer. But in this last form a particular remedy 
succeeds admirably, namely, the free application of powdered cam- 
phor, that he has hitherto employed empirically and against this 
affection alone. This was tried in the case just mentioned, and 
with perfect success. A second case attended by fortunate results 
has been recorded by a well-known naturalist, M. le Vaillant, who 
had care of the wounded in the Hospital of St. Mals. In a third 
case, which proved equally successful, M. Netter noted a peculiari- 
ty which may perhaps afford an explanation of the mode in which 
camphor effects a cure. The dry matter of hospital gangrene lique- 
fies in contact with camphor, in virtue, no doubt, of the well-known 
action of camphor on the fats. Hence camphorated ointments 
must be kept in dark places, whilst pure lard is unaffected by ex- 
posure to ordinary conditions. The camphor may also, perhaps, 
destroy the peculiar ferment. Before applying the camphor to 
wounds affected with hospital gangrene, they should be lightly 
syringed with water.— Comptes rendus, Practitioner. 


MoriaTE OF [ron in Erysipeias.—Dr. T. J. Stevens (Medi- 
cal and Surgical Reporter) writes: I think this medicine is the 
nearest a specific of any I have found in an experience of forty 
years. I have been very successful in this complaint by treating 
it as follows: I begin with a dose of twelve drops, which I in- 
crease to thirteen in two hours, and so on, increasing one drop 
every two hours, night and day, until the disease stops spreading. 
I have never yet exceeded forty-five drops at one dose. After the 
disease has run four days, I either discontinue the iron and give 
quinine, or give quinine simultaneously with the iron. With re- 
gard to external treatment, I have not much faith in the efficacy of 
any kind, but in some cases I have used to good advantage the 
sulphite of soda, half an ounce to a pint of water, applied as a 
wash. The average length of time of sickness by this treatment 
has been about six days, the extremes being four to eight days. 


SrmpLe CeraTE.—A modification of this dressing is used which 
renders it much more agreeable, and much easier of manipulation 
in cold weather. It consists in the addition of oil of almonds in 
the proportion of 5i. to 5i. This makes one of those little varia- 
tions in surgical dressings which may add to the comfort of the 
patient and the convenience of surgeon. 
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Oup Frencn Remepy ror ANASARCA.—Take three grains of 
hermes mineral (French, American will not do) in three tablespoon- 
fuls of honey and syrup. Give one teaspoonful an hour before 
breakfast, one an hour before dinner, and one an hour before sup- 
per... Should this procure three or four operations from the bowels, 
the quantity will be sufficient; otherwise increase the quantity. The 
efficiency of the medicine consists in giving the patient a sufficient 
quantity to purge him three or four times in the twenty-four hours. 
Should the hermes excite the circulation and render the pulse 
full, a decoction of the following is substituted until the febrile 
symptoms subside: BR. Yellow-dock root, (dried) two ounces; 
water, two quarts; reduce by boiling to one, and give two to three 
ounces, more or less, three times a day, to produce three or four 
operations a day. When the fever subsides, return to the hermes. 
The diet should consist of dry light-bread (no salt or butter) with 
broiled bird, chicken, ete., without butter or lard; half a cup of 
strong coffee three times a day. No water is to be used. As much 
exercise as possible short of fatigue. 





THEORY AND Cure oF DraBetes MELLItTUs.—The theory and 
cure of diabetes, Progresso Medico of July), proposed by Professor 
Cantani, has met with great favor. He says: 1. In diabetes mel- 
litus there takes place the formation of a special kind of glucose 
which might be called paraglucose. 2. All diabetes mellitus essen- 
tially is due to a diet containing amylaceous and sugary matters. 
3. Every diabetic organism which is forced, by means of an excessive 
meat diet, no longer to form paraglucose, ought finally to recover. 

Cantani is profoundly convinced of the idea of the formation of 
paraglucose. He believes that in healthy individuals there is true 
glucose in the blood, but in diabetes there is a false glucose, which 
is but little oxidable, and passes out of the system just as quinine, 
iodide of potassium, etc., does. 

Dr. Primavera contests the idea that we daily introduce much 
glucose into the organism, even when we eat much starch or sugar. 
‘What goes into the blood is not true glucose, says he, except in very 
small quantities. Al) the rest which enters by the vena porte and 
through the liver is there transformed in two ways. It must, there- 
fore, be looked on as a kind of peptone. He remarks that in every 
diabetic patient there are two stagee, the first always ceases when 
amylaceous or sugary foods are suppressed, and in the second the 
cessation of such diet does not entirely cause a stoppage of the dia- 
betes mellitus. 

Dr. Balfour, of Edenburgh, relates cases of complete cure from 
the use of Cantanti’s method (a strictly animal diet, where from one 
to two pounds of meat a day are used, and from one to four spoons- 
ful of lactic acid are given to drink in a cup of water occasionally. 
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To owr Subscribers. 


Bes Look out for the red cross ! 

Bes We can furnish a few new subscribers with the back num- 
bers, if they wish to have this volume complete. It will be inval- 
uable as a book of reference. 

Kes All subscribers, and others, will please write their names, 
post-office, county and State plainly. ges~ Remember, this is now 
required by the Postmaster-General. 

kes> Should any mistake occur either in name or post-office, or 
should the Recorp fail to reach its destination, please inform the 
editors, who will have matters righted without delay. 

fies> We invite our readers and friends every where to send us 
communications. Overhaul your case-books and send us your ex- 
perience. Our columns are open to all. 

ges We will take the liberty to cull from private letters such 
extracts as may be deemed of special importance in promoting the 
interest of the profession. 

fig@s> Many of the subscribers for the RecorpD have not paid the 
subscription price, $2.50. Do not delay this duty, friends. geg> It 
is too troublesome and expensive to forward bills; therefore, in 
future, we will place a red cross, as a reminder, on the journal of 
those who have forgotten to remit the small sum of $2.50. If we 
should fail to credit them in the following issue of the journal, they 
will please inform us. All mistakes will be corrected with pleas- 
ure. Look out for the red cross—we are looking for the money! 
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ges> Dr. W. T. Taylor, of Kentucky, writes: “TI will be one 
of two hundred who will send five new subscribers, each accompa- 
nied by the cash, between this and Christmas.” 


Bes> The above proposition we place before our readers, and 
pledge ourselves (if two hundred of our friends will agree to pledge 
themselves to send us five new subscribers each by the first of Jan- 
uary) to enlarge the size of the journal without additional cost, and 
give a premium (in books, instruments or any thing else desired) 
to the value of seventy-five dollars to the person getting the largest 
number of names over five, fifty dollars to the next, and twenty- 
five to the next. If fifty will send us five new subscribers, the 
one that sends the largest number over five shall receive a premium 
of their own choosing worth twenty-five dollars. Go to work, 
friends; you will have until the first of January to get up your 
list of names for this volume and the next, counting from the is- 
suing of the August number, or the first of September. 


fees In addition to the premiums already offered, each new sub- 
scriber will be entitled to Wood’s Household Magazine and the 
superb chromo—the Yosomite Valley, 14x20—for $3.30. So, for 
a small sum, the REcorD, a fine LITERARY MONTHLY and a mag- 
nificent chromo may be had. 

Any one sending us three subscribers ($7.50) will be entitled to 
PowEL’s Formutary, or Woov’s HovsEHoLD MaGaziINneE and 
CHROMO, gratis. 


Bes Many who have not a complete volume of the RecorD 
would doubtless be pleased to have a bound copy at the expiration 
of the year. If so, send us $4.00, and we will furnish the entire 
volume ready-bound for your libraries. Will our friends inform 
their medical friends of this? 


Errata. 

The reader will please make the following corrections in the ad- 
dress on Medicine and Medical Ethics, published in our August 
number, viz: On page 469, for “nudentur,” read “medentur” ; 
page 470, for “Medodist,” read “Methodist” ; page 471, for “Ro- 
soni,” read “Rasori”; page 472, for “Father and spirits,” read 
“Father of spirits” ; page 474, for “injurious,” read “ingenious.” 
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Communications Received. | 

The editors of the Recorp take great pleasure in acknowledging 
the reception of the following original papers, which shall appear, 
as soon as possible, in its pages. They cordially invite communi- 
cations from professional gentlemen of ALL SECTIONS, and open the 
columns of the REcorp to MepicaL SocreTies and Assocta- 
TIONS, as well as the communications of their members, EVERY 
WHERE. 

Ergot as an Antihemorrhagic, by T. Curtis Smith, M.D., of 
Ohio; Puerperal Fever, by J. G. Knox, M.D., of Mississippi; 
Metro-Peritonitis, with Abdominal Abscess, Successfully Opened 
in the Linea Alba, by A. R. Kilpatrick, M.D., of Texas; Pulmo- 
nary Emphysema, its Causes, Symptoms and Treatment, by C. H. 
Tidd, M.D., of Ohio (for which we thank Dr. T. Curtis Smith ;) 
Vitality and its Co-ordinate Forces, by W. T. Grant, M.D., of 
Georgia; Salicine in Colliquative Diarrheea, by J. D. Tucker, M. 
D., of Tennessee; Clinical History of a Case of Diphtheritic Me- 
tritis, and one of Acute Diabetes, by John E. Lockridge, M.D., of 
Virginia; Remedy for Tapeworm, by W. W. Harrison, M.D., of 
Alabama; Report of a Case, by A. 8. Helmick, M.D., of Louis- 
iana; Poisoning by Strychnia, by E. T. Henry, M.D., of Miss. 

We assure our friend, Dr. J. A. Alexander, that we will take 
great pleasure in publishing, at an early day, the useful and scien- 
tifle article of Dr. J. W. Smith, which he so kindly furnished us. 

The readers of the Recorp will perceive that the kindness of its 
friends will force its enlargement, which we promise to do in Jan- 
uary next, if they will, in the proper manner, second our efforts to 
give them a wide-awake journal. Please “take due notice and 
govern yourselves accordingly.” 


The Address of Drs. Lipscomb and Shattuck. 

We call attention to the chaste, erudite and noble address of our 
distinguished Mississippi friends, delivered before that splendid 
body of medical gentlemen, the Lowndes County Medical Society, 
We feel sure our readers, everywhere, will deem this address, alone, 
worth the subscription price of the RecorD; and we ask them to 
place it in the hands of their medical brethren, that its noble senti- 
ments and pure lessons of medical ethics may have their “perfect - 
work” in all hearts and in all sections of our country. 
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Dr. M. T. Irby, Corinth, Mississippi. | 


The formula you refer to was “set up” by the printer from 
“copy,” just as you see it. The hyeroglyphics you mention were 
doubtless intended for lbs). We know nothing further of the 
formula. ; j 


Wood’s Household Magazine. | 


The October number of this excellent magazine has thrust its 
cheery little self into our presence. It brings to us the treasures 
it has been gathering the past month, and all are deserving of no- 
tice. Each has its own peculiar value, and “Maggie” holds up 
this, that and the other literary gem, and archly seems to say, 
“What do you think of this?” and “Isn’t this nice?” and “Look 
at that?” And we glance at them all and say, “Yes! Yes! <All 
are good!” There is also a pretty engraving of the chromo Yose- 
mite, which the publisher is offering as a premium—which it would 
be well for all our readers to examine—as it gives a very accurate 
idea, save in size and coloring, of what the chromo Yosemite is. 
Price of the magazine, one dollar a year; with chromo, one dollar 
and a half. Address, Wood’s Household Magazine, Newburgh, 
New York. 
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